
 For years, Official 
Development Assist-

ance and its effective-
ness have been intense-
ly criticised as “useless”. 
Aid has not contributed 
to the economic growth 
of poor countries or to 
a better distribution of 
wealth. Aid has not re-
duced poverty. Aid of-
ten falls into the hands 
of the wrong recipients; 
the rich and the corrupt. 
Is aid misused in the interests of the donors? 
What development paradigms are we following 
and are these still valid for poverty eradication? 
What role should civil society organisations play 
in development cooperation?

At the European level we have built a new Eu-
rope of 27 members, which should be the sum of 
all experiences and not simply driven by the ideas 
of the 15 old EU member states. Civil society 
organisations in the new EU member states were 
recipients until recently. They have their own 
experiences, which are sometimes different from 
those of civil society in the EU-15. Their work in 
development cooperation is based on their two-
fold experience as a giver and a receiver. It is not 
just the rich giving to the poor; there is a lot of 
experience that the “East” and “South” share.

The question “ARE WE ON THE RIGHT 
TRACK?” was taken up by TRIALOG in a con-
ference in May 2008, in cooperation with the 
European NGO Confederation for Relief and 
Development CONCORD, the Czech NGDO 
platform FoRS and the Ecumenical Academy 
Prague, in order to review the paradigms that 
underlie the development work of civil society 
organisations. Speakers and participants from 
all over the EU as well as from developing 
countries in the South (Africa, Latin America, 
Asia) and from the Eastern EU neighbourhood 
discussed the current nature of development 
cooperation and tried to find the most promising 
development approaches for the future.

The discussions resulted in 
changed paradigms: The Mil-
lennium Development Goals are 
not sufficient as they focus on 
quantity instead of quality and 
accept that half of the poor stay 
poor. There have been changes 
in geopolitics as old powers 
lose influence and new powers 
gain influence but the political 
unbalance in terms of the power 
of countries continues to matter. 
Free market and neoliberalism 
do not offer answers to the 

big crises of energy, food, climate change and 
finance. We need global justice with respect for 
the limits of growth.

In response to the challenges, civil society 
organisations called for increased joint efforts 
in development cooperation, accompanied by 
strong advocacy actions and public awareness 
raising. It is time to further engage in supporting 
coherence between policies that affect devel-
opment issues and encourage the re-distribu-
tion of wealth and power worldwide. The human 
rights based approach should guide our work; 
and new partnerships are needed in Europe, in 
the South and globally. Critical thinking at all 
levels should be supported in order to facilitate 
alternatives. Last but not least, civil society 
organisations should engage in a critical self-re-
flection of their own values and approaches.

The debate on development principles has 
to continue beyond the conference. This bul-
letin presents the results of the discussions in 
May 2008 and further views on the topic, with 
a strong focus on voices from new member 
states and the EU neighbourhood. The growing 
engagement of these civil societies in develop-
ment cooperation deserves special attention. A 
follow up conference in 2009 will ensure that 
we stay “on track” and suggest practical steps 
to reach development aims and challenge donor 
policies and practices.

Christine Bedoya
TRIALOG Director
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 140 participants from 
fifty countries in Eu-

rope, Asia, Africa and 
Latin America attended 
the conference “Are 
we on the right track? 
Paradigm review by civil 
society organisations 
(CSOs) as development 
actors” which took place 
between 14th and 16th 
May 2008 in Prague. 

On the wrong track

The strong interest shown by CSO repre-
sentatives from around the world to partici-
pate in the conference, underlined the need 
for deepened dialogue between West, 
East and South on the basic concepts of 
development. The conference challenged 
paradigms not only from a European per-
spective, but started from the needs and 
expectations expressed by recipient coun-
tries of development cooperation in the glo-
bal South. Most participants answered the 
question “Are we on the right track?” nega-
tively. In many ways it was felt that paradigm 
change or reorientation was inevitable. As 
Justin Kilcullen, president of CONCORD, 
stated at the beginning of the conference, 
not even the Millenium Development Goals 
(MDGs) as minimal requirements are being 
met because of the insufficient engagement 
of rich countries. They are better at promis-
ing than performing.

Attitudes towards capitalism

Key speakers came from the South and 
the Eastern EU Neighbourhood: Chico 
Whitaker (Brazil), T. Rajamoorthy (Malay-
sia), Rebecca Tanui (Kenya) and Olga 
Ponizova (Russia). In spite of the big differ-
ences in terms of context and background, 
the common message was that the present 
form of globalisation driven by unregulated 
neoliberal capitalism, caused or deepened 
poverty and ecological disasters and in-
tensified the violation of human rights. 
This clear consensus was rather surprising 
for many participants from “post-socialist” 
countries, where mostly neoliberal ways 
of transformation are favoured. The related 
discussions created special dynamics dur-
ing the conference and beyond with a 
strong interest of both the new EU member 
states and the South to come to deeper 
exchange and better understanding of 
each other’s experiences and expectations. 

Nevertheless, a certain shyness to express 
ideologically controversial positions was 
observed on occasion. There were differ-
ent attitudes towards capitalism and the 
role of the state. Not everyone agreed with 
the need to “overcome capitalism”, on the 
other hand not everyone considered it 
possible to create a type of capitalism that 
would support poor people. 

Dialogue between West,  
East and South

Participants from the old EU member 
states seemed to know better the situation 
in the South than the ways of thinking and 
acting in the new EU member states and 
in the Eastern neighbourhood. The confer-
ence was not able to bridge gaps of knowl-
edge on all sides but it was successful in 
awaking a good deal of curiosity. Most of 
the participants greatly appreciated the so 
far unique opportunity to discuss basic de-
velopment issues on such a broad base. 

Listen to the South: Be political!
The topics centred around human rights 

and development policies, as requested by 
southern partners, were considered among 
the most exciting. Representatives from 
the South placed emphasis on social hu-
man rights to guarantee life in dignity and 
happiness for everybody; a prerequisite for 
all other development efforts. The develop-
ment co-operation that CSOs in the South 
expect from their partners in the North no 
longer focuses primarily on the construc-
tion of hospitals, schools and/or other con-
ventional development projects but on sup-
porting the empowerment of southern civil 
society. At the same time, southern CSOs 
call for strong advocacy and lobbying in the 
North to change unjust rules and structural 
discrimination inherent in the present day 
world economy and international politics. 
This is probably the main challenge result-
ing from the conference.

Space for critical civil society?
Given this challenge, it was found dis-

turbing and worrying that many CSOs in 
Europe merely act as implementers for 
outsourced state Official Development As-
sistance (ODA) programmes or are on their 
way to becoming quasi-commercial consul-
tancy agencies, losing their specific critical 
role, which is so badly needed. The Euro-
pean Commission is even strengthening 
this tendency by involving more and more 
private firms (“Non State Actors” accord-
ing to their definition) instead of genuine 
CSOs and by increasing budget support to 
southern governments, some of which lack 
democratic legitimacy. At the same time the 
interest in strengthening critical and vigilant 
civil societies in southern countries is far 
less strongly pronounced. 

Follow up conference 2009
As planned from the outset, TRIALOG 

will organise a second conference of this 
kind in 2009 (possibly in Nicaragua) to deal 
with the very question of CSOs as critical 
actors in development and to challenge 
governments and other donors about their 
responsibilities.

Jiří Silný
Director 

Ecumenical Academy Prague

After the Prague development conference 
Paradigm change inevitable

Prague conference 2008

Conference 
Documentation:

More about the key findings, texts of all 
speeches, video statements of speak-
ers and organisers, minutes of work-
ing groups and a photo gallery of the 
Prague conference are available on the 
TRIALOG website at: 
www.trialog.or.at/start.asp?ID=155 

The 2008 Prague conference was or-
ganised by TRIALOG in cooperation with 
CONCORD, the Czech NGDO plat-
form FoRS and the Ecumenical Academy 
Prague and supported by a variety of 
donors: European Commission, Czech 
and Austrian Development Cooperation, 
Regional Partnership Programme, Brot 
für die Welt, Oxfam GB, Fondation de 
France and Glopolis.

If you are interested in receiving informa-
tion about the follow up conference in 
2009, please write to office@trialog.or.at
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 In the past, relations between Eastern Eu-
rope and the global South have been po-

litically and economically motivated. Those 
links disappeared with the establishment 
of the new democracies at the beginning 
of the 1990s. In Slovakia, we have started 
to strengthen East-South relations, on new 
foundations since 2003 and with renewed 
attention since EU membership in 2004.

Most development cooperation partners 
of new member states (NMS) are in the EU 
Neighbourhood, the Western Balkans, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia. NMS do not 
have many southern partners from Africa, 
Latin America or Asia yet as there has not 
been enough time to establish long term 
partnerships. Therefore, it was interesting 
to experience real enthusiasm for more ex-
change and mutual learning between South 
and East at the 2008 Prague conference.

The reason may be common experience: 
Similarly to countries in the South, Eastern 
Europe was perceived as “peripheral” just 
two decades ago. But through a rapid 
transformation process, mainly supported 
by development interventions from North 
American and Western European coun-
tries, we have joined the “rich” part of the 
world.

Another aspect of the dialogue could 
be a fruitful confrontation between “old” 
socio-political ideologies. The rapid trans-
formation in Eastern Europe, especially 

in the economy, was 
reached by apparent 
“right-wing” policies 
that counterbalanced 
the shortcomings of 
the left-wing commu-
nist regimes. Southern 
development activ-
ists have often expe-
rienced the opposite: 
right-wing policies 
that threw huge parts 
of the population into 
deep poverty without 
any hope of change for 
the better. This often 
pushes them to the 
left side of the political 
spectrum. An exchange between people 
with these two different experiences could 
help to find ways for development without 
producing a new “development ideology” 
stuck in political stereotypes.

More partnerships with the South and 
participation in meaningful development 
cooperation programmes also form pre-
conditions for being more active in Euro-
pean development policy. As a NMS diplo-
mat recently said: “The EU would like us to 
provide budget support and improve donor 
division of labour, but first we need project 
experience.” We need time to develop this 
experience…

Last but not least, fresh input and first 
hand experience from development work-
ers and volunteers are perfect resources 
for successful public awareness activities. 
The lack of history in development coop-
eration explains the low public awareness 
in NMS on problems in the global South 
and the demand for more expert and vol-
unteer sending programmes to southern 
countries. It’s high time for a stronger 
South-East cooperation across all sectors 
and actors to become reality!

Marián Čaučik
Chair of the Board

Slovak NGDO platform MVRO

South-East cooperation 
A new member state perspective

 The 2008 conference in Prague created 
a space for European non-governmen-

tal organisations (NGOs) and their part-
ners to have provocative and timely delib-
erations on development paradigms. This 
very much needed exercise has sparked 
an honest appraisal of our actions as 
development actors and came at an op-
portune moment for the European NGO 
Confederation for Relief and Development 
CONCORD. Coinciding with the initial 
stages of our next strategic planning proc-
ess, the Prague conference has inspired 
CONCORD members to challenge the 
institutional approach, which has taken 
politics out of development. 

Following the Prague conference, at the 
General Assembly of June 2008, CON-
CORD members asked themselves what it 
means to be “political”. From our perspec-

tive we must challenge the de-politicisation 
of development which sees donors more 
comfortable dealing with the technical 
problems of development rather than the 
political and economical issues that un-
derpin it. The pre-General Assembly on 
the strategic plan in October was a key 
moment to move forward on this issue. 
At the High Level Forum on Aid Effective-
ness in Accra in September, CONCORD 
demonstrated and reinforced its capacity 
for political commitment. In keeping with 
the timetable for the next strategic plan for 
2009-2015, this is what we are moving 
towards: a strong confederation that fights 
first at the highest political level for the pol-
icy foundations and principles themselves, 
and which, at the same time, is also able 
to influence the technical and operational 
aspects of these policies.

Development paradigms influence not 
only our actions but also shape our under-
standing of what we are striving to achieve. 
In this regard, the discussions in Prague 
also stimulated the participants to rethink 
their development objectives. As agents 
of change, NGOs have a responsibility to 
address the root causes of poverty and 
inequality and challenge the political status 
quo that upholds global injustice. Promoting 
gender equality and a human rights based 
approach to development and strengthen-
ing the North-South partnership are without 
a doubt some of the fundamental issues 
that the Prague conference has raised and 
that CONCORD members will have to find 
ways to address within the context of their 
next strategic planning process.

Justin Kilcullen
CONCORD President

CONCORD strategy Putting politics back into development

Project partners from Slovakia, Austria, Uganda and Sudan
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These speeches were summarised by 
TRIALOG with permission from the key 
note speakers.

Chico Whitaker, Brazil

Member of the World Social Forum 
(WSF) International Council 

 When I speak about different ap-
proaches to development, my main 

concern is to make a clear conceptual 
distinction between development and eco-
nomic growth. They are accompanied by 
completely different kinds of logic.

The logic of growth does not include 
the necessary redistribution of wealth, 
something that is vital to development, 
but it is caught in the logic of productivity. 
If we confuse development with simple 
economic growth, where people are seen 
as consumers, not as citizens, the situation 
is one of competition, with the main goal 
one of profit. 

The logic of development is complete-
ly different; cooperation in the place of 
competition and a different conception of 
wealth; one that is not financial. Develop-
ment values equality, real democracy, and 
human needs, which are put above profit. 
Nature is respected and power is used to 
serve rather than to dominate. 

In Brazil, the focus of those in power is 
on growth and financial wealth, despite the 
massive inequality in the country. Those 
who do not agree with this do not speak 
about development, but talk about change. 
We must change things and enter into 
another kind of logic! In fact, this means 
overcoming the economic system; the 
capitalist system of economic growth.

“ My main concern is to make a 
clear conceptual distinction between 

development and economic growth. “
Civil society is vital in this process if we 

want to raise development concerns above 
growth aims, and has also been crucial for 
the World Social Forum, which is and was 
always a space allowing CSOs to discuss 
how to build a new post-capitalist system. 
It works in a different way from govern-
ments, embracing its diversity and with 
the use of network systems rather than 

pyramids of power. Cooperation is very 
important – learning from each other, de-
ciding by consensus and finding new ways 
of working politically. Change is necessary 
not only within the structures but also in 
terms of personal behaviour; the way we 
view the world and act.

Another world is possible, but more 
than this, it is absolutely necessary. It is 
necessary because we want justice and 
absolutely urgent because of the ecologi-
cal problems the world is facing.

Rebecca Tanui, Kenya

Coordinator of the Building Eastern 
Africa Community Network (BEACON)

 Africa is a diverse continent of people 
with different needs. What develop-

ment means to us is very complex. Devel-
opment is a way of reaching an acceptable 
standard of living for all people. It means 
that people have the basic things they 
need to live in dignity. This can only come 
about if they have opportunities and can 
make informed decisions about how to 
improve their living standards. 

Many important issues are linked to 
these opportunities and decisions. One 
is the respect for human rights, which 
can create an environment conducive to 
development. Another issue is the fair dis-
tribution of national resources. Then, the 
interaction between issues of governance 
and democracy with development, shows 
that genuine democracy characterised by 
the rule of law and respect for human 
rights cannot be maintained unless people 

enjoy a minimum standard of living. Justice 
– a reliable independent judicial system, 
the principle of equality before the law 
and freedom of opinion for all – is a pre-
condition of democracy. Human security 
is a recognition of the need for peace and 
security as a backdrop to development. 
Without peace, there cannot be any devel-
opment. The question of sustainable devel-
opment must be addressed in light of the 
problems of the market driven economy. 
Communities need to be involved to build 
a sustainable environment.

“ What we expect from civil  
society partners in the North is  

support in advocacy. “
We should also consider the role of civil 

society. Civil society plays an important 
role in the democratisation process; as an 
advocate for the rights of minority and mar-
ginalised groups and as an agent for com-
munity empowerment. CSOs in the South 
face the challenge of sustainability since 
they are not supported by governments. 

What we expect from civil society part-
ners in the North is support in advocacy, 
and a sharing of experiences between 
actors around the world. We need to in-
terlink to challenge but also to act in the 
North and South on policy issues that are 
unfriendly to the South.

The key challenge we face is empower-
ing people to determine their own develop-
ment. People in Africa are poor because 
they are not empowered. We have to place 
people in the centre of development! 

Key note speeches of the 2008 Prague conference  

ARE WE ON THE RIGHT TRACK? 
Paradigm review by civil society organisations (CSOs) as development actors

Working group with Chico Whitaker
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T. Rajamoorthy, Malaysia

Legal advisor to the Third World 
Network

 As we consider development para-
digms, global hunger and an impend-

ing global depression are haunting the 
world. The need for alternatives has never 
been so pressing.

Asia has offered development paradigms 
that have challenged other models. The 
initial challenge came from the East Asian 
countries Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Singapore, followed by a 
second tier of South East Asian countries: 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand. 

In the Asian model state intervention 
in the economy did not impede econom-
ic growth and development; economic 
growth did not rely on full-blown trade, 
investment and financial liberalisation; pub-
lic enterprises played a significant role in 
development; and intellectual property re-
gimes were shown not to be the only way 
to guarantee industrial development.

Taking Malaysia as an example, it is clear 
that the country has developed dramatically 
over recent years. Malaysia halved its lev-
els of absolute poverty every fifteen years 
after 1970, so that by the early years of the 
new millennium, just 5.1% of households 
were poor. This was achieved through 
state intervention, with targeted poverty 
reduction measures. One way in which the 
state intervened was through regulating 
foreign direct investment reducing from 
65% of the economy being foreign-owned 
in 1970, to just 28% by 1995. Regulation 
rather than deregulation was the crucial 
tool that reduced poverty and maintained 
peace in the country.

“ Regulation rather than 
deregulation was the crucial tool that 

reduced poverty. “
India and China emerged on the scene 

as new economic dynamos, but follow-
ing their accession to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), the liberalisation of 
agriculture led to price instability. This just 
goes to show that, contrary to the claims of 
neo-liberal ideologues, liberalisation is no 
magic wand that guarantees development. 
It should be undertaken cautiously and it is 
an open question whether it should ever be 
undertaken in the agricultural sector.

Although Asia has offered alternative 
models of development, there are still 
concerns regarding them. They are not 
informed by the spirit of democratic par-

ticipation and decision-making, although 
civil society has developed along with 
societies. Secondly, they, like the neo-
liberal model, are inherently unsustainable, 
relying on systems of production that must 
continually grow and expand.

Olga Ponizova, Russia

Executive Director of Eco-Accord Cen-
tre for Environment and Sustainable 
Development

 The NGO Eco-Accord works in Rus-
sia and 11 countries of the former 

Soviet Union that are at various stages 
of transition from totalitarian to demo-
cratic societies, from centralised to market 
economies. During discussions organised 
by our centre, participants have brought 

up several issues they consider crucial for 
development.

Debates and talks about development 
tend to involve countries from the North or 
South, but not those in between, those in 
transition. These societies still have eco-
nomic, social and environmental problems 
too, and we believe additional targeted 
assistance should be made available to 
such states.

Good governance is essential, and 
CSOs have an important role to play in 
contributing to the establishment of good 
governance. There needs to be good ad-
ministration, independent and respected 
courts, media freedom, no corruption, re-
spect for human rights and the engaged 
participation of civil society groups.

Sustainable development principles 
should be included in policies at all levels, 
to ensure the links between economic, so-
cial and environmental problems are taken 
into account.

“ The specific situation of countries 
in transition should be taken into 

account. “
Making global trade work for people is 

crucial to achieving sustainable develop-
ment and poverty eradication. Economies 
in transition should be able to benefit from 
the same flexibility as developing coun-
tries when negotiating membership in the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO).

Financing for development is another 
area that can strengthen the foundation 

for trade justice. Enforcing international 
legislation can curb the illegal transfer 
of funds from developing countries and 
economies in transition. The specific situ-
ation of countries in transition should be 
taken into account.

I am extremely pleased that CSOs have 
started this global dialogue. As CSOs, 
we can network, exchanging information 
between countries all over the world and 
showing our solidarity; we can run public 
campaigns in donor and recipient countries 
to increase awareness of sustainable devel-
opment; and we can lobby for real change.

Russia is also becoming a donor coun-
try, but there are no public debates and 
there is no civil society involvement in this 
field. We need to start this debate.

Panel: Olga Ponizova, Justin Kilcullen (Chair), T. Rajamoorthy, Chico Whitaker, 
Rebecca Tanui
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 The situation of civil society in Moldova 
has slightly improved over the past 

4-5 years but not in all sectors. Non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs) working 
in the social field are well-organised and 
interlinked. NGOs engaged in advocacy 
however are hardly visible. The public 
knows little about the sector: 40% do not 
know what an NGO is. NGOs still need to 
gain the population‘s trust. 

The legislation provides a relatively fa-
vourable environment for civil society. How-
ever, low administrative capac-
ity and awareness, particularly 
within law enforcement bodies, 
are cause for concern. The 
EU should offer financial as-
sistance that is conditional on 
the progress of reforms and 
be more inventive and realis-
tic in monitoring the actions of 
the government. One possibil-
ity could be to establish regu-
lar consultations with Moldovan 
civil society.

The country suffers from a 
high incidence of poverty and 
has become a hub for traffick-
ers in human beings. Due to the 

difficult economic situation, the incentive to 
seek employment abroad remains strong, 
with a considerable number of citizens 
falling victim to various forms of traffick-
ing. Moldova falls under the remit of the 
EU Neighbourhood Policy and Instrument. 
The Moldovan government adopted an 
Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Paper (EG-PRSP) in May 2004 
and approved a First National Report on the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 
March 2005. Country-specific MDGs have 

been developed. The external assistance 
strategy for Moldova has a strong focus on 
poverty reduction, in particular at regional 
and local community level. 

NGOs can play a vital role in solving 
problems. A stronger collaboration between 
EU and Moldovan NGOs could strengthen 
the capacities of civil society in an important 
way. Moldovan civil society urgently needs 
exchange of experience between profes-
sionals as well as public awareness on the 
two most challenging problems: human traf-

ficking and emigration. The EC 
Delegation in Moldova should 
also intensify cooperation with 
civil society, for example through 
a mechanism of small grants for 
local NGO projects. 

Probably the most important 
role of the EU and EU NGOs is 
to open up possibilities for part-
nerships with Moldovan organi-
sations in order to strengthen 
civil society in both Moldova and 
the EU. 

Anna Balmus
Vice-President

Association of Professional 
Women of Moldova

 Macedonia is an Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) recipient country. 

The major donors are the EC, the US and 
the Netherlands. The problems the coun-
try, an EU candidate since 2005, is facing 
are a result of a protracted transition and 
difficult political and institutional consolida-
tion since independence in 1991: a high 
unemployment rate (around 30%), a low 
level of education, a high level of poverty 
and high regional disparities. In this con-
text, it is obvious that when one thinks of 
development cooperation in Macedonia, it 
is thought of as internal or domestic de-
velopment foremost. This is also how local 
civil society organisations (CSOs) work 
and understand development currently.

This inward focus, however, is not nec-
essarily a disadvantage for development 
cooperation in the EU context. Local CSOs 
currently work as recipients of development 
assistance. Their experience on the recipi-
ent side of “the chain” provides them with 
a direct insight on how to manage projects 

and how EU institutions and procedures 
function; an insight that will be highly useful 
as future international development actors 
once the country joins the EU. 

The main present challenge for CSOs 
is to see the EU not just as a donor but as 
a partner with political leverage and pres-
sure, which in the accession process can 
help to effectively and swiftly solve some 
of the country’s development problems. 
The challenge is great as the EU, with the 
withdrawal of other bilateral donors from 
the country, is filling the gaps as the main 
donor of civil society activities. The role 
of CSOs as implementers versus policy 
actors in this context is extremely chal-
lenging.

Another invaluable characteristic of Mac-
edonian CSOs and the country as future 
international development actors is the 
experience of transition from a commu-
nist state-driven economy and society to a 
democratic and capitalist-driven one. This 
is a similar background to that of the coun-

tries in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and 
Central Asia, all of which are top candidates 
to become future ODA priority countries for 
Macedonia. Here, the lessons learned on 
transformation from a recipient to a donor 
country could be particularly important.

CSOs have already started showing an 
interest in the topic, most recently through 
co-organising a TRIALOG conference and 
training event in Skopje in October 2008. It 
is the first time such an awareness raising 
and capacity-building event in development 
cooperation has been taken up so early in 
the EU accession process of a country. 

In sum, the development work in the 
country has made CSOs into effective 
project implementers. Now the challenge is 
to make them actors and equal partners in 
policy-making at the European and national 
levels.

Tanja Hafner Ademi
Project Officer

Macedonian Centre for  
International Cooperation

Macedonia on the way into the EU 
The challenge of development cooperation

Civil society development in Moldova 
The role of the EU

IT training as a measure to prevent trafficking
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 The Mediterranean as a region faces 
particular development challenges, 

linked to the gaps between the developed 
and developing countries. Another major 
challenge in the region is Israel’s continu-
ing military occupation of Palestine – a fact 
many analysts point to as having led to the 
failure of the Barcelona process, a partner-
ship between the EU and several Mediter-
ranean countries launched in 1995. It is 
hard to discuss development paradigms in 
the Mediterranean if these two points are 
not taken into account. Of course the re-
gion is vulnerable due to a plethora of oth-
er causes, not least the scarcity of water, 
desertification, limits to food production 
and a highly polluted sea (which means 
depletion). Furthermore recent scientific 
research on the Mediterranean indicates 
that climate change will exacerbate many 
of the region’s existing problems.

It was Einstein who said that you can-
not find the solution to a problem with the 
same mindset that created the problem in 
the first place. That is why I am person-
ally so sceptical of tweaking some policy 
instruments, while remaining firmly stuck 
within the same old policy mindsets and 

frameworks that have not brought about 
the desired changes. The whole discourse 
around the Union for the Mediterranean, 
which reinforced the Barcelona process in 
2008, did not really try to learn any lessons 

from the failure of the original process; so I 
share little hope of it contributing firmly to-
wards the urgent and necessary solutions 
to the problems in the region.

We move towards solutions when we 
open up democratic spaces to get people 
together to debate, propose next steps 

and act. This year, within the Maltese 
NGDO Platform SKOP, we are opening 
up a Working Group on the Mediterra-
nean, with a particular focus on Palestine. 
We hope that this will be one of the 
spaces to put forward policy proposals 
that really respond to the Mediterranean 
reality. 

Outside the dominant mindset, we need 
to squarely debate:
■	 The protection and sustenance of bio-

cultural diversity;
■	 Freedom of movement; 
■	 Strengthening civil society, building alli-

ances among autonomous civil society 
actors, and creating solidarity networks; 

■	 The need to move beyond infinite growth 
and towards elegant sufficiency; and 

■	 The political will to put an end to the 
military occupation in Palestine and 
dismantle the Israeli “apartheid wall”.

It is through such debates that we would 
like to answer the question: “Are we on 
the right track?” which was posed to civil 
society organisations from different world 
regions at the 2008 Prague conference.

Vince Caruana
Chair of the Board

Maltese NGDO Platform SKOP

The Mediterranean region 
Time for new mindsets to solve problems

TRIALOG platform-building seminar  
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TRIALOG

A project to raise awareness of develop-
ment issues in the enlarged EU. 

Objective 
Strengthening development cooperation 
through the smooth and full integration 
of development NGOs (NGDOs) from 
New EU Member States (NMS) and 
Accession Countries (AC) into European 
networks.

Activities 
Capacity Building: training on develop-
ment topics, EC funding and NGO work-
ing tools, study visits, internships

Platforms: support for the creation 
and strengthening of national NGDO 
platforms, integration into CONCORD

Networking: liaison with key actors, 
opportunities for mutual learning, finding 
partners for joint projects, support for at-
tending conferences

Policy: strengthening capacities for 
participation in debates at national and 
EU levels, facilitating the CONCORD 
Working Group on Enlargement, 

Pre-Accession and Neighbourhood 
(EPAN)

Advocacy: support for joining interna-
tional campaigns, making the voice of 
NMS/AC heard

Information: online NGO Database, 
TRIALOG Information Service (TIS), 
publications, website

Target group 
NGDOs and their co-ordination bodies in 
NMS and AC

Structure
A project in association with CONCORD, 
the European NGO Confederation for Re-
lief and Development. Financed by: the Eu-
ropean Commission (83.6%), consortium 
partners and private European sources 
(12.4%), Austrian Development Coopera-
tion (4.0%). Head Office in Vienna, Liaison 
Office in Brussels. TRIALOG started in 
March 2000, the project is now in its third 
phase (2006 – September 2009).

Consortium partners 
HORIZONT3000 (Austria) – Lead agency  
Brot für die Welt (Germany)
Licht für die Welt (Austria)
AGEH (Germany)
eRko (Slovakia)
Polska Akcja Humanitarna (Poland)
Ekumenická akademie Praha (Czech Rep.)
CONCORD
Kopin (Malta) – European partner

Visit the TRIALOG website:
www.trialog.or.at
Sign up for our electronic newsletter TIS. 
Join our NGO database.
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 In the first half of 2009, the 
Czech Republic will become 

the second country from the 
12 new member states to 
hold the EU presidency. Dur-
ing that period, the interna-
tional scene will see crucial 
follow-ups of the 2008 revi-

sion of the Paris Declaration 
and the implementation of the 
Monterrey Consensus. More-
over June 2009 will feature 
the European parliamentary 
elections.

The Czech development 
NGO platform FoRS took up 

the challenge of the ongo-
ing processes by choosing 
the hot topic of the devel-
opment effectiveness of 
civil society organisations 
(CSOs) as the primary theme 
for actions during the Czech 
EU presidency. 

In June 2008, the Open 
Forum for CSO Development 
Effectiveness was launched 
as a global civil society self-
driven process. CSOs from 
around the world have ac-
knowledged their obligation 
to take forward and lead a 
process to improve their own 
effectiveness as development 
actors. The global effective-
ness framework for CSOs is 
to be proposed by late 2012.

The FoRS presidency pro-
gramme was designed to 
engage the Czech NGDO 

constituency to contribute to 
the global process through 
reflecting on its own devel-
opment experience gained 
during the implementation of 
Czech development projects.

The second thematic prior-
ity of FoRS is good gov-
ernance. FoRS would like 
to bring together two dimen-
sions: “good governance 
and development” and “pro-
democracy and the political 
dimension”. Other selected 
topics include development 
education, sustainable tech-
nologies for sustainable de-
velopment, migration and 
development, and agriculture 
and food security.

Jana Krczmářová
Director 

FoRS Secretariat

Vienna Head Office
Wohllebengasse 12-14

A-1040 Vienna
Austria

Tel: +43-1-3197949 
Fax: +43-1-3197949-15

office@trialog.or.at 
www.trialog.or.at 

Brussels Liaison Office 
10 Square Ambiorix

B-1000 Brussels
Belgium

Tel: +32-2-7438778, +32-486-977437 
Fax: +32-2-7321934

trialog@concordeurope.org 
www.trialog.or.at
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FoRS General Assembly 
in May 2008

with funding from

In association with In cooperation with 

This project is funded by the European Union. This 
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Indicative FoRS Presidency 
Programme:

Jan./Feb. 2009: 3 Expert Seminars – Sustainable 
Technologies for Sustainable Development, Migration 
and Development, Agriculture and Food Security

March 9 – 11, 2009: Roundtable “Development 
Cooperation, Good Governance and Mainstreaming of 
Human Rights and Democracy Conditionality” organised 
as part of the Prague Democracy Conference 

May/June 2009: International Conference on 
Development Education 

June 2009 – Main FoRS Presidency Event:  
Conference on CSO Development Effectiveness

Useful Weblinks:

Czech NGDO platform 
FoRS:  
www.fors.cz
Open Forum for 
CSO Development 
Effectiveness:  
www.cso-effectiveness.org

FoRS for civil society development effectiveness
Programme of the Czech NGDO platform for the EU presidency 2009


