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by José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission

I have always passionately believed in a Europe that 
is open; a Europe that is committed to the values of  
freedom, development and global solidarity. These 
values have been central to the European project 
ever since its inception and continue to inspire our 
Union today. They are a central part of  what makes 
us European. They have also been at the heart of  
European Development Days – Europe’s premier 
forum on global development issues.

In just a few years, European Development Days 
has established itself  as a fixture in the world’s 
development calendar. It is a key forum at which 
leaders and stakeholders can address global 
challenges openly and shape innovative thinking on 
a wide range of  issues.

This book is a tribute to all those who have made this 
success story happen: The European Commission 
which I had the privilege to lead for 10 years, notably 
Louis Michel and Andris Piebalgs as Commissioners 
for Development; the European Parliament and 
the European Union Member States; but most 
prominently our partners in development, from 
Heads of  state and Government to local activists, 
from businesspeople to civil society. Thanks to their 
vision and insights our debates have flourished and 
our ideas have gained traction on the ground.
The European Union remains at the forefront 
of  global development cooperation, especially in 
economically difficult times. We remain the planet's 
most generous donor of  financial assistance and  

I fought hard to preserve our high aid levels in our 
multi-annual budget 2014-2020. In addition, my 
Commission has stepped up special measures for the 
poorest, like the EUR 1 billion Food Facility or our 
strong support for the United Nation's Sustainable 
Energy for All initiative that addresses the twin 
challenges of  energy insecurity and climate change.

Moreover, as the world's biggest integrated market 
and trading bloc, the European Union remains 
open for business, notably with the most challenged 
nations. Europe also is a key partner in tackling 
global issues: from the fight against climate change, 
on which we are the world's leader, to international 
action against entrenched poverty. We are at the 
helm of  pushing the Millennium Development 
Goals and shaping the new post-2015 development 
agenda, which must combine the fight against 
poverty with the fight for green growth.

In a globalised world in constant flux, standing side 
by side with the most vulnerable is not just a human 
imperative. It is a matter of  strategic intelligence. We 
can only shape globalisation, reap its benefits and 
protect the global commons if  we work together.

That is why I am proud of  having launched European 
Development Days. They are an incubator of  new 
ideas that inform and inspire our shared aim: that of  
a poverty-free, sustainable and fair world in which 
everyone has the same chance at a decent life.

ForEworD
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Innovative ideas can have a lasting impact on the way the development community works, opening 
people up to new realities and new ways of understanding challenges. Aimed at anticipating future trends, 
european Development Days has become as sounding board for global thought leadership. 

At every level, participants, moderators, and panellists from around the world can put forward their 
ideas and examine creative solutions to shared problems. The forum provides a unique networking and 
brainstorming platform for the development community by inviting participants to form new relationships 
and share best practices.



10  - Ideas

‘The first responsibility  
is to the people. 
They must be fed. 
You cannot govern 
over dead bodies.’
16 November 2008

Morgan TsvangIraI
President, Movement for Democratic Change, 
Zimbabwe

FooD & EnErgy 

The successive crises of the 21st century 
have put vulnerabilities in the agriculture 
and energy sectors under the spotlight.

Access to modern and sustainable 
energy services is vital for satisfying 
basic human needs and is a prerequisite 
for growing prosperity. Yet more than 
1.3 billion people in the world do not 
have access to electricity and 2.7 billion 
rely on traditional biomass for cooking. 

This is why energy is among the key 
target areas of eU assistance, as outlined 
in the 2011 Agenda for Change. The eU’s 
poverty reduction policies are helping 
to break the vicious cycle of drought, 
hunger and poverty in developing 
countries by focusing on the protection 
and sustainable management of natural 
resources.  

european Development Days has helped 
develop links  between the humanitarian 
and development communities and 
build consensus on how to boost the 
resilience of those affected by disasters.

‘Energy for a country  
is like oxygen 

for the human body.’
7 December 2010

Jakaya MrIsho kIkwETE
President of the Republic  

of Tanzania
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‘Every six seconds 
a child dies of malnutrition. 

Over 1 billion people 
will go to bed hungry tonight.’

22 October 2009

oTIvE IgBUzor
Head, International Campaigns, 

ActionAid International

‘Increased food yields do not necessarily mean 
a decrease in hunger; they just mean more food. 
Who is going to get access to that food is a 
different issue.’
17 October 2012

JUsTIn kIlCUllEn
Director, Trócaire

‘Unless we take additional measures, 
hunger will remain the major global 
challenge – the world’s Achilles Heel.’
16 October 2012

DEMETrIs ChrIsToFIas
President of the Republic of Cyprus

‘If the food and financial crises 
have taught us anything, 

it is to expect the unexpected.’
22 October 2009

ErnEsT BaI koroMa
President of the Republic  

of Sierra Leone
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Human development is the ultimate 
objective of development policy. It is 
a broad-based concept that covers 
issues related to empowerment, 
including health and gender equality.

Improving health in developing 
countries is vital to combat poverty. 
The eU assists developing countries in 
strengthening their healthcare systems 
overall and addressing critical public 
health challenges such as pandemics.

In the developing world, women suffer 
disproportionately from poverty. 
The eU pursues a dual approach to 
gender equality by taking measures 
specifically to address inequalities and 
by mainstreaming gender issues into 
all aspects of development policy.

european Development Days has 
helped push forward gender equality 
on the international agenda and 
advance the international community’s 
efforts to fight against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria.

hUMan DEvElopMEnT  

‘Human beings must be 
at the centre of development. 

They must be able to 
make their own decisions.’

6 December 2010

yvEs lETErME 
Prime Minister of Belgium

‘You do not get development 
without basic infrastructure.’
22 October 2009

hElEn Clark
Administrator, United Nations 
Development Programme
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‘Despite increased commitment to tackling AIDS, 
over 5 million people living with HIV 
who desperately need treatment 
still do not have access to life-saving drugs. 
For every two people who do start treatment, 
another five become infected.’
22 October 2009

MIChEl sIDIBé
Executive Director,  
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

‘Gender equality  
is good economics.’

6 December 2012

krIsTalIna gEorgIEva
EU Commissioner for International 

Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and 
Crisis Response

‘According to Interpol, 65 000 people 
died as a result of terrorism  
over the past 40 years. 
This year, 200 000 people died 
from the trade in fake medicine.’
7 December 2010

Mo IBrahIM
Founding Chairman, Mo Ibrahim Foundation

‘Women are victims of discrimination 
in every country in the world.’

23 October 2009

FrEDrIk rEInFElDT
Prime Minister of Sweden
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soCIal proTECTIon

‘Inequality is not just morally repugnant; 
it is bad for social and economic progress.’

27 November 2013

wInnIE ByanyIMa
Executive Director, Oxfam International

‘Poverty eradication must remain 
our greatest priority in the coming years. 
Direct focus has to be placed on 
the working poor and underemployment. 
We must ensure that governments develop 
social protection frameworks to combat 
the various dimensions of poverty and inequality.’
26 November 2013

porTIa sIMpson MIllEr
Prime Minister of Jamaica

People need protection against the 
risks and shocks that can drive them 
into poverty. Social protection involves 
promoting efficient labour markets, 
reducing people's exposure to risks, 
and enhancing their capacity to 
manage risks, such as unemployment, 
exclusion, sickness, disability and old 
age. 

The eU supports social protection 
in partner countries by promoting 
legislation and programmes that can 
safeguard vulnerable people from 
these dangers. The eU also supports 
technical education and vocational 
training to encourage employment 
and lift people out of poverty. 

european Development Days has 
facilitated a number of exchanges 
among experts, trade unions, 
employers and development 
partners on how best to support 
the development of national social 
protection systems in partner 
countries. This can be an effective way 
to both reduce inequalities and ensure 
resilience. Social protection will be a 
pivotal area of cooperation towards a 
decent life for all by 2030.
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‘Social justice is the 
prequisite for political stability.’
16 october 2012

MaCky sall
President of the Republic of Senegal

‘We are concerned 
with empowering people 

to play a part in combating poverty 
through work.’

16 October 2012

arManDo gUEBUza
President of the Republic of Mozambique

‘Social business provides a necessary 
framework for tackling social issues 
by combining business know-how 
with the desire to improve quality of life.’
24 October 2009

MUhaMMaD yUnUs
2006 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Founding Managing Director, Grameen Bank

‘We need to see more innovation 
 in the relationship between 

governments and the private sector.‘
22 October 2009

Mary roBInson
Former President of Ireland 

President, Ethical Globalization Initiative 
Vice-President, Club of Madrid
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‘People need institutions 
and institutions need 

democratic procedures. 
Parliament is the most 
important institution in 

every democratic system.‘
 23 October 2009

JErzy BUzEk
President of the European Parliament

Human rights and democracy are key 
elements of good governance and a 
top priority for cooperation between 
the european Union and its partner 
countries worldwide. They are integral 
to effective work on poverty alleviation 
and conflict prevention and resolution. 
They are also valuable bulwarks against 
terrorism.

The european Union promotes its 
democratic values with the european 
Instrument for Democracy and 
Human Rights (eIDHR). Since 2007, 
this instrument has been the concrete 
expression of the eU's intention to 
integrate the promotion of democracy 
and human rights into all of its external 
policies.

european Development Days has been 
a regular opportunity to reaffirm the 
importance of freedom and democracy 
to prosperity in developing countries . 
The forum has also created an invaluable 
platform for freedom fighters from 
around the world.

DEMoCraCy

‘Democracy is not sustainable 
without accountability.‘

15 December 2011

lECh wałęsa
1983 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 

Former President of Poland, 
Founder, Solidarność

‘Democracy requires more than elections, 
it also requires institutions.’
23 October 2009

aMr MoUssa
Secretary-General, League of Arab States



   17

‘People need institutions 
and institutions need 

democratic procedures. 
Parliament is the most 
important institution in 

every democratic system.‘
 23 October 2009

JErzy BUzEk
President of the European Parliament

‘You can only have effective 
democracy when  
the institutions are strong.’
15 December 2011

gary ConIllE
Prime Minister of Haiti

‘Mauritania needs a judicial system 
that is independent and free of corruption 

and the influence of powerful 
individuals and interest groups. 

Society needs to fear and respect its integrity.’
17 November 2006

Ely MohaMMED vall 
President of the Republic of Mauritania

‘The challenge remains to strengthen 
political party capacity and political culture. 
The EU should do an assessment 
of how to effectively support 
political capacity building.’
16 December 2011

MohaMMED oUzzInE
Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Morocco
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‘Democracy cannot survive 
without development. 
Democracy needs roads,  
it needs schools, 
it needs hospitals, 
it needs jobs, 
it needs prosperity.’
15 November 2006

Mark MalloCh Brown
United Nations Deputy Secretary-General

‘In the long run, policy reforms, 
investment in infrastructure, and 

human development cannot deliver 
results without transparent 

and accountable government.’
15 November 2006

paUl wolFowITz
President of the World Bank Group

‘We have the longest experience 
of democracy in Asia, 
but the majority of people live 
in grinding poverty. 
It is time to demonstrate that 
poverty is not a function of democracy.’
17 October 2012

JEJoMar BInay
Vice-President of the Republic of the Philippines

DEMoCraCy
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‘The question about 
when to introduce democracy 
to a country is paternalistic. 
We need to empower people 
so they can do it themselves.’
15 December 2011

hEIDI haUTala
Minister for International Development, 
Finland

‘Without accountability, human rights, 
and democracy in recipient countries, 
taxpayers in donor countries 
will not support development aid.’
23 October 2009

gUnIlla Carlsson
Minister for International Development 
Cooperation, Sweden
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‘Nothing in the 21st century  
is more fragile 
than a dictatorship.’
15 December 2011

MIkhEIl saakashvIlI
President of the Republic of Georgia

‘For people to promote 
good governance and democracy, 
they need access to information.’
23 October 2009

EllEn Johnson sIrlEaF
2011 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
President of the Republic of Liberia

‘We have changed our country into a parliamentary 
democracy. Yet, we have a scarcity of political 
information. We need to learn how to develop 
political parties, NGOs, independent media, etc.’
15 December 2011

roza Isakovna oTUnBaEva
Former President of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan

DEMoCraCy
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‘You need three things to keep 
public-private partnerships 

operational and efficient: 
strong and capable local government; 

a responsible private sector  
and a vibrant civil society. 

Everyone knows it’s dangerous to leave 
government and business alone in a room.’

17 October 2012

DavID MElUa
Secretary General, National Association of Local 

Authorities, Georgia

‘If the world changes, 
it is because citizens 
are engaged and aware.’
23 October 2009

Eva Joly
Chair, Committee on Development,  
European Parliament

‘Unless citizens insist 
that promises are kept, 

politicians feel very lonely.’
22 October 2009

hUgUETTE laBEllE
Chair, Board of Directors, 

Transparency International

‘We will ultimately fail 
if we do nothing 
to stop the tide of corruption.’
15 December 2011

akErE MUna
Vice-Chair, International Board of Directors, 
Transparency International



22  - Ideas

‘We cannot win 
the war against terror 
as long as conditions 
in many parts of the world 
make people feel desperate.’
17 November 2006

DEsMonD TUTU
1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate  
Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town

’Current developments in the 
African Sahel show how important 

security is to development.’
26 November 2013

MahaMaDoU IssoUFoU
President of the Republic of Niger

Peace and security are now widely 
understood as prerequisites for 
development. Sustainable development 
is not possible in a country threatened 
by internal insecurity, crisis and conflicts. 
At the same time, there cannot be 
sustainable peace without development. 
Moreover, insecurity, crisis and conflicts 
can impede the efficient use of aid. 

Tackling the causes of conflict and 
fragility has become a priority for the 
european Union. Its approach to conflict 
prevention aims to address the root 
cause of conflicts and build sustainable 
peace through mediation and peace 
building operations. 

european Development Days has 
become a key forum to discuss 
these challenges, especially as the 
international community prepares to 
develop a new framework for a post-
2015 world. Participants have joined in 
debates on solutions to security threats 
including piracy, drug trafficking and 
terrorism.

sECUrITy & FragIlITy
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‘Burundi has learned lessons 
from its history and is convinced 

that dialogue and cooperation are 
the only paths to democracy, 

reconciliation, and lasting peace.’
17 November 2006

pIErrE nkUrUnzIza
President of the Republic of Burundi

‘Hungry billions are not only 
a moral disgrace. 
Underdevelopment is a global problem 
threatening us all.‘
24 October 2009

karEl DE gUChT 
European Commissioner for Development  
and Humanitarian Aid

‘Many countries spiral 
in and out of conflict. 
We need to address 
today’s disputes 
and injustices.’
17 October 2012

nanCy lInDBorg
Assistant Administrator, United 
States Agency for International 
Development

’We must rebuild capable states 
that can defend their sovereignty without 
threatening the stability of their partners; 
states where power is exercised 
not to the benefit of the few, 
but to meet the aspirations of the entire population.‘
15 November 2006

gUy vErhoFsTaDT
Prime Minister of Belgium

‘Good governance is the most effective way 
to ensure our development, restore our stability, 

and prevent our country from plunging 
into chaos and violence.’

17 November 2006

ahMaD kaBBah
President of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
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ClIMaTE ChangE

Climate change is the greatest challenge 
to our planet and threatens to undo 
years of progress in development. Many 
poor, vulnerable countries are already 
experiencing climate change impacts, 
including higher temperatures, more 
frequent and intense storms, and less 
predictable rains and harvests. 

The eU leads the world in its resolve 
to address climate change. It’s 2020 
Strategy for Sustainable and Inclusive 
Growth is demonstrating to both 
developed and developing countries 
how addressing climate change can 
create jobs and boost energy security.

The eU’s strong actions on climate 
change internally have made it a 
particularly effective partner for 
developing countries. Programmes are 
helping countries to access renewable 
energy and clean technologies, protect 
biodiversity and fight desertification.

european Development Days has 
become an occasion both to reiterate 
the position of the european Union 
on climate change, and to give voice 
to the leaders of nations whose most 
vulnerable are bearing the costs of 
inaction.

‘You will not have the development 
and growth you want to see 

in the 21st century 
unless you fight climate change.’

27 November 2013

ConnIE hEDEgaarD
EU Commissioner for Climate Action

‘While the economic crisis is  
a crisis of a generation,  
climate change is a  
once-in-a-millennium crisis.’
24 October 2009

Carl BIlDT
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sweden
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‘In Africa, where economies are based 
largely on agriculture, climate change 
has brought about profound changes 

in agricultural systems, sparking serious 
failures in food security and therefore 

dramatic population movements in 
search of better conditions life.’

7 November 2007

José soCraTEs
Prime Minister of Portugal

‘Countries in Africa are simultaneously 
experiencing draughts and floods.  
If solutions are not found, 
destabilising migration will continue.’
7 November 2007

MarIa MUTagaMBa
Minister of Water and Environment, Uganda

‘Failing to address climate change 
will produce instability around the world. 
A large number of failed states will emerge 
– an outcome the world cannot accept 
and must prevent.’
22 October 2009

raJEnDra k. paChaUrI
Chair, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

‘Climate change endangers us all. 
There will be no distinction between 
developed and developing countries. 

We must hold each other's hands 
and work together.’

24 October 2009

raIla oDInga
Prime Minister of Kenya
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‘Micronesia is on the verge of drowning. 
Climate change threatens our very existence. 

The small island states cannot 
address climate change alone.’

24 October 2009

EManUEl Manny MorI
President of the Federated States of Micronesia

‘The Maldives raises the issue of the 
human dimension of climate change. 

Environmental protection is a 
fundamental human right.’

7 November 2007

MaUMoon aBDUl gayooM
President of the Republic of The Maldives

‘We cannot meet the challenges  
of climate change alone. [...] 
We need funding that is timely 
and accessible.’
22 October 2009

EDwarD naTapEI
Prime Minister of Vanuatu

‘Time is of supreme importance 
in facing climate change. 
Delay would only increase the cost 
of adaptation and mitigation.’
24 October 2009

shEIkh hasIna
Prime Minister of Bangladesh

ClIMaTE ChangE
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‘Because of the global nature of the problem, 
people can no longer leave climate change 

to nation-state governments that seek to 
protect national interests only. People must 
assert themselves as citizens of the planet.

Individuals and civil society must take 
responsibility. We must look at our own 

carbon footprints.’
 7 November 2007

salEEMUl hUq
Director, International Institute  

for Environment and Development

‘It would be very irresponsible 
for our generation not to act.’
22 October 2009

MarIo MolIna
1995 Nobel Chemistry Prize Laureate Founder, 
Centro Molina

‘New technologies and clean energy 
will result in new jobs and inventions 
that will lead to greater prosperity.’
7 November 2007

kEMal DErvIs
Administrator, United Nations  
Development Programme

‘The shift towards a global 
low-carbon society offers huge 

economic opportunities.’
24 October 2009 

MargoT wallsTröM
Vice-President, European Commission
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polICy CohErEnCE 

Achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals requires the european Union 
to consider how non-aid policies 
can assist developing countries in 
eradicating poverty. Policy coherence 
for development, as it is known, has 
become an overarching objective of the 
european Union. 

Since the 2005 european Consensus on 
Development and the 2009 ratification 
of the Lisbon Treaty, the european Union 
is compelled to minimise contradictions 
from and to seek synergies with its 
domestic policies when they have an 
impact on developing countries.

european Development Days has hosted 
discussions on reports that assess 
progress towards policy coherence in 
2007, 2009, 2011 and 2013. Trade is the 
area where policy coherence receives 
the most focus and attention. The forum 
has led rigorous debates on how to 
ensure policy coherence in the Doha 
Development Agenda and economic 
Partnership Agreements with African, 
Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP).

‘Current consumption patterns 
are not sustainable, but who is ready 
to get out of the comfort zone?’
08 November 2007

anna TIBaIJUka
United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
(UN-HABITAT)

‘Climate change is also the result of 
unsustainable lifestyles in developed 

economies. Paradoxically, people 
seem bound to imitate the same 

production and consumption habits.’
22 October 2009

aBDoU DIoUF
Secretary-General, Organisation internationale  

de la Francophonie
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‘I urge the EU to please stop 
shameful trade deals with 

non-democratic countries. 
This only helps evil regimes 

to further suppress their people.’
15 December 2011

 shIrIn EBaDI
2003 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 

Founding President 
Centre for the Defence of Human Rights

‘Most African exports already enter the EU market 
at zero tariff duty. We are not asking the same of African 
regions. But we are supporting the creation of regional 
markets through lower intra-regional tariff barriers.’
15 November 2006

pETEr ManDElson
European Commissioner for External Trade

‘Reform is particularly challenging in 
small island states like mine with 
increasing energy vulnerabilities. 

Aid for Trade can help us 
become more competitive.’

17 November 2006

navInChanDra raMgoolaM
Prime Minister of Mauritius

‘It's not enough to concentrate 
all our efforts in producer 

countries. Anybody who 
benefits from conflict diamonds 

is also violating human rights.’
17 November 2006

FEsTUs MogaE
President of the Republic of Botswana

‘In engaging with our partners,  
we call for [...] economic 
partnerships and trade 
agreements that do not 
undermine Africa’s quest 
for integration and 
industrialisation.’
26 November 2013

nkosazana DlaMInI-zUMa
Chairperson, Commission  
wof the African Union



30  - Ideas

Developing countries bear the 
primary responsibility for their own 
development. For this reason, aid is 
genuinely focused on priorities set 
by our partners. eU development aid 
targets countries that are in greatest 
need of external support and where it 
can really make a difference, including 
fragile states. 

Cooperation takes different forms for 
countries that are already experiencing 
sustained growth or that have 
sufficient resources of their own. 
The european Union as a whole is 
the most generous donor of official 
development aid worldwide. In 2010, 
it provided over eUR 53 billion – more 
than 50 % of global aid. 

european Development Days has 
served to facilitate greater cooperation 
among european development 
actors with a view to greater aid 
effectiveness. The forum also hosted 
high-level exchanges with partner 
countries, which have taken forward 
the eU's partnerships with developing 
nations.

CoopEraTIon 

‘The relationship between Africa and 
the EU has evolved from cooperation to 
a strategic partnership that is based on 
equality and inclusiveness.’
23 October 2009

alpha oUMar konaré
Former Chairperson of the Commission  
of the African Union

‘Development is the state’s responsibility. 
We need strong leadership and ownership.’

7 December 2010

MaDhav kUMar nEpal
Prime Minister of Nepal
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‘The bleak situation we see today 
is due to insufficient involvement 

of Africans themselves, 
as well as payment procedures 
that are too long and complex 

and often incompatible 
with the urgency of 

the problems being addressed.’
17 November 2006

MaMaDoU TanDJa
President of the Republic of Niger

‘It is up to Africans, 
African leaders first and foremost, 
to achieve development in Africa. 
Nevertheless, in order to achieve 
development, Africa requires 
strong partnerships.’
26 November 2013

José MarIa pErEIra nEvEs
Prime Minister of Cape Verde
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‘The current crisis 
is not merely financial. 

It is a food, water, migration, 
security and resource crisis. 

To solve this multipolar crisis 
all stakeholders need to sit at the table.’

16 November 2008

DonalD kaBErUka
President, African Development Bank

‘We are in a new global landscape, 
with mass communication, 
migration and urbanisation, 
and youth unemployment. 
So we must involve everybody. 
No one can do everything, 
but everyone can do something.’
27 November 2013

Jan ElIasson
Deputy Secretary- 
General of the  
United Nations

CoopEraTIon 
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‘Poland has been a beneficiary of aid. 
Today we are an active donor. 
We are always ready to share 
our experience and counsel.’
15 December 2011

BronIsław koMorowskI
President of the Republic of Poland

‘South-South cooperation 
is a new form of development 

that is adding value 
to international partnerships.’

15 December 2011

MohaMED IBn ChaMBas
Secretary-General, Secretariat of the African, Caribbean 

and Pacific Group of States
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‘In a global world, 
good governance 

cannot be confined 
to national action.’

17 November 2006

BlaIsE CoMpaoré
President of the Republic of Burkina Faso

‘If we are prepared to delegate 
powers to the market, 
why not delegate 
a little of our sovereignty 
to global governance?’
9 November 2007

valEnTInE sEnDanyoyE rUgwaBIza
Deputy Director-General,  
World Trade Organization

gloBal govErnanCE 

The commitment to effective 
multilateralism, with the United Nations 
at its core, is a central element of the 
european Union’s external policy. This 
commitment is rooted in the conviction  
that to respond to global crises, 
challenges and threats, the international 
community needs an efficient 
multilateral system, founded  
on universal rules and values.

european Development Days has been  
a landmark on the international 
calendar, providing a sounding board 
for world leaders to address our planet’s 
most challenging issues – including the 
response to the food, energy, climate 
and economic crises or the reshaping 
of the institutional set up of global 
governance.
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‘Global crises require global solutions 
that anybody can help define. When the 
Bretton Woods system was set up in 
1945, we were excluded as colonies.  
We need to be involved today.’
16 November 2008

JEan pIng
Chairperson, Commission of the African Union

‘This is not 1944, but 2008. 
I don’t know how many the 
G-whatever will add up to, 
but I do know that it will be 
a much bigger G with the 
voice of Africa.’
16 November 2008

wangarI MaaThaI
2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Founder, Green Belt Movement

‘We need to look at the participation of 
African leaders at international meetings. 

You can’t talk about Africa in the UN, 
the International Monetary Fund 

or the World Bank without 
Africa being present.’

17 December 2012

JoyCE BanDa
President of the Republic of Malawi

‘The United Nations model 
where only Member States 

talk to Member States without 
including the private sector 

is no longer the model 
we need in the 21st century.’

16 November 2008

MIChEl kazaTChkInE
Executive Director,  

Global Fund to Fight AIDS,  
Tuberculosis and Malaria
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‘A place where everyone is heard, 
where everyone has a voice’
loUIs MIChEl
Former European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid

Over the years, European Development Days has 
gained greater recognition and emerged as Europe’s 
main development forum. This international 
development forum is now considered as the ‘Davos 
for Development’.

The idea behind the launch of  this 'major 
development forum’ was primarily to engage in 
profound reflection – with all stakeholders – on the 
future of  development, our values, our principles, 
our policies, the world’s evolution and the actions 
to undertake in order to make aid more effective, 
and imaginative. I wanted to create a framework for 
exchange and reflection for African and European 
leaders, international decision-makers, heads of  
international organisations and private companies, 
academics, and all development actors.

It is this family spirit that has always prevailed and 
continues to inspire European Development Days.  

It is this collective consciousness that unites all those 
who work daily to promote a fairer world, a better 
world in which everyone enjoys full development, 
peace, security, and a decent standard of  living, and 
in which the basic rights and freedom are respected. 
It is the willingness to work together to achieve 
common goals, to affirm shared universal values 
while respecting everyone’s diversity.

Non-governmental organisations, public authorities, 
partners, civil society, officials, field men and women, 
politicians, together we all formed a stronger ideal, 
more integrated, more ambitious and based on the 
same faith, the same conception of  mankind and 
humanity, the same fervour and unwavering conviction, 
the same passion. We, as development actors, have this 
determination to fulfil a moral debt towards humanity.

European Development Days is ‘a place’ where 
everyone is heard, where everyone has a voice:  
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heads of  state, ministers, academics, local authorities,  
the private sector, and the media… It is a place 
for discussions, cross-fertilisation of  ideas and 
approaches, exchanges, proposals. The forum has 
the merit of  tackling all subjects without taboos, 
including sensitive issues as long as the confrontation 
takes place in a constructive spirit. As a universalist 
and humanist, I strongly believe that everyone has 
the right to express their views. This constructive 
confrontation is a source of  inspiration to chart new 
paths aiming to toughen up development.

Eurafrica

If  I created European Development Days in 2006, it 
is principally because I have faith in both Africa and 
Europe, and I am convinced that our two continents 
have a common destiny shaped by a common 
history and a relationship of  interdependence. 
Europeans and Africans are ‘natural allies’. An 
indispensable, strong and sincere alliance between 
two great and beautiful continents will shape a 
future of  peace and prosperity. Together, these two 
continents have the ability to influence decisively a 
new world order, more just, with more solidarity and 
freedom. Eurafrica is not an empty concept, but a 
goal to achieve in order to weigh for the best on the 
world order.

Africa is the cradle of  humanity, the continent of  the 
future. Despite the continuing crises, Africa now offers 
to the world another face, the face of  a new hope, 
the face of  compelling perspectives. The decade of  
exceptional growth of  the continent, despite the 
economic and financial crisis, calls for a positive 
future. Africa knows that world public opinion no 

longer sees it as the ‘poor cousin’, a continent that 
is ‘geopolitically weak’ but as a strong and credible 
partner of  the utmost importance. Grounded in a 
positive dynamic – spectacular growth of  5 % on 
average in 2013, which in all likelihood should attain 
around 5.8 % in 2014 – independent and courted 
by both traditional powers and emerging powers, 
Africa has regained its place on the international 
political and economic stage.

Media and development

I wanted to make European Development Days an 
inclusive political event to give it the widest possible 
visibility. The forum thus served as an opportunity 
to recognise the achievements of  journalists who 
are committed to democracy, human rights, 
fundamental freedoms and development. In this 
regard, the Lorenzo Natali Prize, a global prize, 
is an integral part of  the European Commission's 
development policy, which considers that defending 
freedom of  expression, democracy, human rights 
and development, is acting for good governance, 
peace and progress; it helps to improve living 
conditions in the poorest countries.

Democracy is an ongoing quest for majority rule, 
minority rights and rule of  law. It is a legal framework 
in which no party can modify the constitution for its 
own benefit. In this regard, the right to difference is 
a fundamental expression of  human rights. I have 
always been persuaded that democracy needs 
conflicting tensions based on the expression of  
different opinions. The democratic organisation of  
society must allow the public authorities to explain 
and justify, but must also ensure to countervailing 
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powers the right to confront, to denounce, oppose 
and propose an alternative. Democracy cannot 
survive unless it provides an alternative possibility.

For the media to perform their role of  ‘watchdog’ 
for democracy, mouthpiece for civil society, and 
information vector, there is a need for a free press 
and quality journalists. Committed journalism 
involves risks but embodies an ideal: freedom 
of  expression. It proves that the ideals of  the 
Enlightenment are alive and well in our world. A 
country's economic and social development requires 
not only a strong democracy, but also an informed 
debate on its future that leaves room for all opinions. 
The relationship between media and development is 
particularly important in countries where the vectors 
of  education, training, or simply entertainment are 
few and often limited to urban elites.

Raising awareness among youth

Finally, European Development Days is open 
to actors of  all ages. In this regard, the forum 
hosted the Youth and Development Award to raise 
awareness of  development issues among young 
Europeans from 16 to 18 year old. By launching 
this award, I purposely wanted to inspire our youth 
to get active and take part in the reflection and 
true awareness-raising around the challenges and 
issues of  development cooperation. Many young 
Europeans have little knowledge about what is 
happening to hundreds of  millions of  people of  
their own age in Africa. They do not know either 
that there is another Africa: an Africa of  hope, 
potentialities, and opportunities; a progressing 
Africa that shows impressive growth, democratic 

elections, an emergent middle class and with it the 
development of  social movements.

By establishing this award, I wanted to educate 
young people about the work of  the European 
Commission in Africa and in other developing 
regions so that they become the future engines 
for development and positive change. I wanted to 
make our youth the front-line ambassadors for 
development.

European Development Days has been in existence 
for eight years now. Its success is a source of  
satisfaction to all of  us, Africans and Europeans. It 
is proof  of  our commitment to reflect, share and 
work together. It is a proof  that we all know that 
there exists between our two continents a bridge of  
opportunities that is just waiting to be developed in a 
globalised world. It is an opportunity to raise public 
awareness of  development issues and nurture the 
spirit of  the European Consensus on Development 
in order to improve aid effectiveness.

Throughout the years, European Development 
Days has discussed essential issues and topical 
matters such as governance, decentralisation, 
regional integration, the role of  local authorities, 
the food crisis, the financial crisis, the importance 
of  the private sector, the role of  the media, budget 
support, economic partnership agreements, or 
the achievement of  the Millennium Development 
Goals.

The year 2015 will be a pivotal year for development 
in which the voice of  the European Parliament 
will be expected and heard: it is the target year for 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals as 
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agreed at the international level, and the year during 
which important decisions will be made regarding 
the post-2015 development framework; also the year 
of  fulfilment of  Europe’s commitment for reaching 
the United Nations target of  0.7 % of  gross national 
income for official development assistance. If  we 
want to be seen as credible and strong by all our 
partners in the developed world and the developing 
world, we must keep the promises we made in terms 
of  public development aid.

For my part, I will always keep engraved in my 
memory the living words, filled with pride and 
dignity, of  Reverend Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, during the closing ceremony of  
European Development Days in 2006: ‘Africa, you 
have produced some great personalities: Nyerere, 
Sadat, Mandela. Go anywhere in the world today 
and ask who is the most admired statesperson? 
Almost universally it is an African, Nelson 
Mandela. But these African leaders were men, 
mainly, who were leaders of governments. They 
were altruistic, they were people who said: I am in 
this not for what I can get for myself, not for self-
aggrandisement. I am in this for the sake of those 
I lead. They upheld high standards of morality. Yes, 
we have the capacity to be born again, we who were 
the cradle of humankind; we have the capacity to 
bring a wonderful contribution to the community of 
nations.

Again, it is we in Africa, who have given the world 
an extraordinary example of how we deal with 
post-conflict situations. For where people expected 
that a black-led government would be hungry for 
revenge and retribution, they saw instead the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission processes in South 

Africa. That no, there is another way, the way of 
forgiveness of reconciliation. The gift we can give the 
world is our concept of Ubuntu, where you  say, my 
humanity is bound up in your humanity. I need you 
in order for me to be me. I need you to be you. And, 
dear friends, you must know, that there is no way in 
which we are going to be able to win wars against 
terror, as long as there are conditions  in so many 
parts of the world that make people  feel desperate. 
And so, we say, there is no way in which we can be 
free, except together.’

Inclusive growth

I would add that our freedom depends on our ability 
to build more inclusive growth and prosperity. 
There is no human development without economic 
growth. Development makes sense only if  it serves 
all partners of  a company and more broadly all 
citizens of  a community. To ensure development 
and human progress, economic growth needs the 
rule of  law and fair redistribution; in a nutshell, 
a justice system guaranteed by an impartial state 
apparatus. In developing countries, we need more 
economic freedom to give people the means to 
create prosperity for themselves and for others. 
There is also a need for more states to redistribute, 
to provide services to citizens, to strengthen equal 
opportunities, in short, to build social cohesion.

I am convinced that Africa's development will take 
place through its integration into the global economy, 
without which there can be no human development. 
1 % growth in Africa is more remunerative for 
Africans than any official development assistance. 
Globalisation offers to the world incomparable 
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positive potential. Nevertheless, to be worthy, 
globalisation must be complemented by a state 
that stimulates market forces, shifting them for the 
enhancement of  social well-being; a state that forges 
social cohesion; a state that consolidates democracy; 
an impartial state that fully complies with individual 
beliefs.

World government

Beyond that, as Jacques Attali once put it, we 
must ‘dare to think the world’. We need a ‘global 
political space’. The world’s growth is managed 
by weak institutions with no regulatory power. No 
comprehensive decision can be taken to impose 
a course of  action. There is no universal law. 
A lesson we can learn from the global financial 
crisis is understand that the construction of  a 
global government must align with corporate 
globalisation by giving it a political dimension. A 
world government must put forward, coordinate 
and control – with states – solutions to global 
development issues that cannot be tackled at 
national level. It is our duty to ensure the role of  
development policy on the international agenda. 
It is our responsibility to ensure the position of  
developing countries in this debate and in the new 
regulatory system.

In this globalised world, Europe is certainly the most 
valuable partner for Africa and Africa is irrefutably 
the most promising partner for Europe. Together, 
African and Europeans have the ability to adapt 
globalisation to a model that complies with their 
shared values and which is more respectful of  their 
identities. Without this alliance, globalisation will 

overtake us. It is not too late to build this Euro-
African space for growth, based on a relationship 
between partners who are equal in terms of  rights 
and duties. Such a forum contributes to this goal as it 
strengthens the optimists and encourages politicians 
to have more courage in their decision-making. It is 
all a matter of  political will. Therefore, it is our role 
to ensure that the optimism of  the will prevails over 
the pessimism of  the reason.

The legacy of  European Development Days must 
be transmitted, shared and defended. I congratulate 
and thank the authors of  this initiative, who, by 
producing this retrospective book on European 
Development Days editions from their launch in 
2006 to 2013, help ensure that it continues.
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Editions
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Organised by the european Commission, european Development Days is europe’s premier forum on 
international affairs and development cooperation. Over the years, it has been one of the fastest-growing 
international forums and has become a landmark fixture in the development calendar.

Launched in 2006, its scope and scale have increased year-on-year, as links with new networks are made, 
relationships with new partners forged, and new platforms created. each year, the forum has brought 
together thousands of stakeholders for discussions, meetings, best practices exchanges and networking 
opportunities.
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2006
15-17 november, Brussels
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15 November 2006. From the start, european Development Days has 
attracted influential leaders from around the world. eight heads of state 
and government came together for the first-day high-level sessions 
with european Commission President José Manuel Barroso, Belgian 
Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt and Paul Wolfowitz, World Bank Group 
President.
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Theme

In the eyes of the EU, good governance is an imperative – 
applying both to partner countries and donors alike. Good 
governance involves participatory, transparent and accountable 
leadership. It is also effective and equitable while promoting  
the rule of law.

In 10 roundtables, participants discussed the full range of 
governance challenges, including the fight against corruption, 
the voice of civil society, the role of the media, building 
a culture of democracy, social rights, the protection of 
vulnerable groups, the rehabilitation of the state, migration, 
natural resource management and new paradigms shaping 
cooperation. Another roundtable brought together six former 
African presidents who shared their views on how to transfer 
power peacefully.

In the final plenary session, 16 African leaders including 
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni and Rwandan President 
Paul Kagamé, presented their strategies to improve governance 
in their countries. They agreed on the importance of engaging 
civil society, ensuring sustainable growth and providing 
equitable benefits for citizens.

The first edition of european 
Development Days (eDD06) in Brussels 
brought together a broad cross-section 
of stakeholders to debate governance 
in Africa, following the introduction of 
‘incentive mechanisms’ in the european 
Union’s support programmes.

The forum allowed the eU to discuss  
with African partners its approach  
of linking aid increases to political and 
economic reforms. This policy stands  
in contrast to China’s ‘no questions 
asked’ approach, which the Chinese 
codified in a new agreement to increase 
economic cooperation with Africa just 
days before the forum.

eDD06 laid the foundations for what  
has become an annual fixture on  
the development calendar.

2 723 
participants

58
exhibitors

17
sessions

120
speakers

127
countries

53
bilaterals



16 November 2006. Peter Mandelson, european Commissioner for 
Trade, greets Amadou Toumani Touré, President of Mali. economic 
Partnership Agreements were at the centre of many bilateral talks 
during the forum. economic Partnership Agreements are trade and 
development agreements negotiated between the eU and African, 
Caribbean and Pacific regions engaged in a regional economic 
integration process.



17 November 2006. Louis Michel, european Commissioner 
for Development and Humanitarian Aid, welcomes Marc 
Ravalomanana, President of Madagascar, to the first edition of 
european Development Days.
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‘Today, we are starting to cooperate as partners and neighbours. 
This is where our shared future lies: in a new strategic alliance 
between the European Union and Africa.’
15 November 2006

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission

Outcome

The first edition produced two important outcomes.

First, it demonstrated to Europeans the need for an annual 
gathering of development actors to discuss major issues in 
international cooperation in an open, multistakeholder format. 
It reinforced the principles of the European Consensus on 
Development (2005) and illustrated a shared desire for greater 
aid effectiveness. The diversity of the forum allowed participants  
to address contemporary challenges without the paternalism  
and distrust that has stalled progress in the past.

Second, the partnership that developed between Europe  
and Africa became a great source of satisfaction and pride.  
It showed mutual readiness to embark on a more constructive 
and balanced partnership based on open and frank dialogue. 
In that spirit, as European Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso explained, EDD06 paved the way for the 2007 EU-Africa 
Summit in Lisbon, Portugal. This gathering had not taken place 
since its first edition in Cairo, Egypt in 2000.

‘You [the European Union] triumphed because 
you invested in democracy, freedom and peace. 
Development and prosperity require peace and 
good governance. 
You established the rule of law and showed 
near-zero tolerance of corruption. You upheld 
the fundamental rights of all, the freedom of 
expression, of association, the freedom of 
movement. You had accountable and transparent 
governance, and a vibrant and free press. 
Finally, you had an engaged and lively civil society 
that became a vigilant watchdog. 
They say the price of freedom is eternal vigilance.’ 
17 November 2006

DEsMonD TUTU
1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town
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Memorable 

The 1984 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu delivered an eloquent closing address that 
became one of the most memorable moments of European 
Development Days in 2006. His words still resonate in the 
hearts and minds of those who attended, and his message 
struck a chord: Africans themselves need to drive the change 
they seek. Change must come from within. The Archbishop 
presented two powerful arguments. 

First, he reminded participants that Africa has a long, but little 
understood democratic tradition. Many African societies have 
been consensus-driven: ‘In African traditional governance 
the good ruler was one who sat with his council, for it was a 
participatory system. He sat and listened. And the good ruler 

was he who, at the end, would then be able to sum it all up  
in the consensus of his community. It is a gross untruth to 
suggest that democracy is alien to Africa.’ After reminding 
Africans of their great historical figures, their successes and 
progress, Tutu invited the continent to move forward with 
confidence and in a spirit of solidarity.

Second, he emphasised the legacy of Ubuntu, a southern 
African philosophy. ‘The gift we can give the world is our 
concept of Ubuntu, where you say, “My humanity is bound up 
in your humanity. I need you in order for me to be me. I need 
you to be you.” Ubuntu teaches that you cannot enjoy your 
prosperity on your own. ‘The only way we will ever be safe and 
secure is together. The only way we can hope to be prosperous, 
ultimately, is together.’ 

'It is not the impossible that brings despair,  
but the possible unattained.’
17 November 2006

ThoMas yayI BonI
President of the Republic of Benin



‘The only way we will ever be safe and 
secure is together. The only way we can 
hope to be prosperous, ultimately,  
is together.’

17 November 2006. Tutu’s oratory talent prompted a range  
of emotion among participants, from tears to laughter.
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2007
7-9 november, Lisbon



7 November 2007. Commission President José Manuel Barroso 
arrives at Lisbon’s Feira Internacional at the Parque das Nações 
with former Secretary-General of the United Nations Kofi Annan, 
Prime Minister of Portugal José Socrates and the President of 
the Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, on the left.
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Theme

Climate change is a matter of life and death for many 
populations in developing countries. The world’s poor will be 
hit hardest by global warming, yet ironically they emit the least 
greenhouse gases. Most – if not all – development efforts over 
the past 50 years are at risk of being washed away if the rise  
in average temperatures cannot be held in check. In 2007,  
the figures were already of grave concern: 40 % of coral 
reefs had disappeared and 1 % of tropical forests were being 
destroyed annually. In the next decade, it was estimated that 
crop yields could drop by 50 %. Reports of floods, hurricanes, 
fires, heat waves and droughts throughout the world have hit 
headlines with alarming regularity.

Structured around four roundtables and two high-level 
panels, participants at EDD07 discussed the need for stronger 
partnerships among actors. They discussed the importance of 
addressing vulnerability and adaptation, growth and mitigation, 
poverty and urbanisation, as well as the preservation of 
global public goods. Participants agreed that world leaders 
must be compelled to act sooner rather than later in light of 
the immediate and irreversible threats from climate change. 

The second edition of european 
Development Days (eDD07) convened 
in Lisbon with climate change in 
developing countries at the top of the 
agenda. World leaders would soon 
be gathering in Bali, Indonesia for 
the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference and forum participants were 
asking whether developing countries 
could respond and adapt to the climate 
crisis. Discussions focused on how to 
respond to the needs of vulnerable 
developing countries and address the 
links between climate change, poverty 
and migration. 

Organised by the european Commission 
in cooperation with the Portuguese 
Presidency of the european Union, 
eDD07 initiated a truly open and 
participatory process that has become 
a hallmark of the forum. Many 
stakeholders led and hosted sessions 
on how climate change could affect 
development and impact the lives  
of poor, vulnerable people.

2 170 
participants

90
exhibitors

26
sessions

117
speakers

100
countries

15
bilaterals



7 November 2007. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, President of 
the Republic of The Maldives, spoke movingly at the opening 
ceremony about the recent extreme weather in his country. 
'earlier this year, the Maldives experienced tidal surges on nearly 
80 islands. Never in our documented history have so many islands 
been simultaneously flooded over and to such an extent.’

‘The Maldives raises the issue of the 
human dimension of climate change. 
Environmental protection is a 
fundamental human right.’



‘We are all bound together  
as human beings. If we remain 
indifferent to the suffering  
of others, we are only  
depriving ourselves of  
our own humanity.  
We need to act together  
as humanity, for humanity.  
And now is the time.’

7 November 2007. The most memorable moment of eDD07 was the 
special address by Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of the United 
Nations and President of the Global Humanitarian Forum. Annan 
emphasised the immediate, all-encompassing and universal challenge 
that climate change poses.
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Outcome

The consensus at EDD07 was that while acting now may be 
costly, the cost of inaction is far greater.

‘For far too long we have considered climate change as a 
problem for the future. But we must remember that climate 
change is an all-encompassing threat. It is not an issue of rich 
versus poor, of north versus south. It’s a global issue and we 
are seeing its effects everywhere,’ said Kofi Annan, President 
of the Global Humanitarian Forum. In response to the former 
Secretary-General’s call, EDD07 heralded a process where the 
EU and developing countries work together against climate 
change in a strong political partnership that also advances the 
Millennium Development Goals.

During the forum, the European Commission highlighted its 
most recent initiative, the Global Climate Change Alliance, 
which provides technical expertise to the world’s poorest 
countries to integrate their national development and climate 

change strategies. The Alliance has been supporting measures 
to reduce emissions from deforestation, take advantage of 
the global carbon market and help developing countries to 
better prepare for natural disasters. The Commission has also 
supported partner countries in routinely applying prevention, 
adaptation and mitigation policies.

The European Union brought to the forum two decades of 
leadership on climate change and five decades of development 
cooperation experience to the discussion. Europe had already 
taken the lead on climate change by setting a target to reduce 
EU greenhouse emissions by at least 20 % by 2020, with an 
increase to 30 % if global agreement could be found. The EU 
has consistently pushed the plight of developing countries, 
recognising that the poorest countries are often the hardest hit. 
The EU also designated the environment as a priority theme in 
the EUR 22 billion European Development Fund, which closed  
in 2013. 

‘Climate change is the greatest challenge of our generation. 
Developed countries have a special responsibility to take the lead in cutting emissions 
and pushing a comprehensive, global agreement on future climate action, in the UN 
framework. We are determined to help developing countries to face the impact of 
climate change on the environment and on human and social development.’
7 November 2007

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission



58  - Editions

Partnership

EDD07 helped foster closer ties between the EU and 
its Portuguese-speaking partner countries, opening up 
opportunities for cooperation on development. The European 
Commission signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
both the African Countries of Portuguese Official Language and 
the Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries.

These groupings include countries that are not geographical 
neighbours but nonetheless have strong cultural links: Angola, 
Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, São Tomé and 
Príncipe, and Timor-Leste. The Memoranda of Understanding 
were expected to strengthen mutual cooperation, including 
the sharing of human resources in the health sector, education, 
trade, investment, justice and employment.

Report

In addition to climate change, EDD07 addressed policy 
coherence for development and advanced partnerships with 
Portuguese-speaking countries. The first progress report on the 
coherence of European domestic policies with its development 
objectives was published in 2007 and widely debated at EDD07. 

The European Consensus on Development detailed the 
EU’s commitment to policy coherence in December 2005. 
Acknowledging that some of its policies could have a significant 
impact outside the EU – either contributing to or undermining 
its development policy – the Consensus sought to minimise 
contradictions and build synergies among policies. In 2005, 
the EU agreed to make its twelve domestic policy areas more 
coherent with its development objectives in order to accelerate 
progress on the Millennium Development Goals.

‘Policy coherence for development is a dimension of EU development policy  
that will continue to gain considerable momentum in the years to come.  
It will greatly contribute to increasing the impact of our aid.‘
8 November 2007

loUIs MIChEl
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid



8 November 2007. Louis Michel, european Commissioner 
for Development and Humanitarian Aid, made an opening 
statement at the launch of the first progress report on 
policy coherence for development. 
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2008
15-17 november, Strasbourg



15 November 2008. The opening ceremony of the third edition of 
european Development Days, attended by 2 500 delegates, featured 
President of Burkina Faso Blaise Compaore, President of Mali Amadou 
Toumani Touré, Marc Ravalomanana, President of Madagascar, 
Secretary General of the Organisation internationale de la francophonie 
Abdou Diouf and Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union 
Jean Ping.

61



62  - Editions

Theme

EDD08 took place at the halfway point of the deadline for 
the Millennium Development Goals. Participants stressed 
throughout the forum the importance of local action to meet 
the MDGs. This core theme drew much-needed attention to 
issues of local governance, decentralised cooperation and the 
role of local authorities and civil society in development. Nearly 
40 sessions, including workshops, panels and other events, 
were held with a multistakeholder approach.

The message was one of cohesion: meeting the MDGs hinges 
on the involvement of every level of society. EDD08 called for 
a greater role for Europe's local authorities in development and 
showed how they too could contribute to good governance 
and democracy and support essential services like education 
and health. Local authorities are also pivotal in responding to 
the consequences of climate change. 

Earlier in 2008, the Communication, ‘Local Authorities: Actors 
for Development’ put forward a series of measures recognising 
the role of local authorities and decentralised cooperation.  
In 2007, the European Commission began financing 
development cooperation projects implemented by local  
and regional authorities through its ‘Non-State Actors – Local 
Authorities’ programme.

On 15-17 November 2008, the european 
Commission organised the third edition  
of european Development Days (eDD08) 
in cooperation with the French 
Presidency of the european Union in 
Strasbourg. 

In parallel with the G20 Summit, 
eDD08 gathered six heads of state and 
government, 40 ministers and 300 
elected local leaders. It also included 
internationally known figures Wangari 
Maathai, 2004 Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate; Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of 
Zimbabwe’s Movement for Democratic 
Change; Angélique Kidjo, singer and 
activist from Benin; and Aminata Traoré, 
Malian essayist and activist.

eDD08 was an occasion to address 
urgent poverty challenges in light of the 
food, financial and energy crises at the 
time. It also highlighted the importance 
of local action when responding to 
global challenges as demonstrated by 
the eU’s new partnerships with local 
and regional authorities in developing 
countries.

4 500 
participants

115
exhibitors

40
sessions

100
speakers

129
countries

50
bilaterals



15 November 2008. Bernard Kouchner, French Minister of Foreign 
and european Affairs, took part in the opening ceremony of the  
third edition of the forum on behalf of the French Presidency  
of the Council of the european Union. He spoke eloquently  
about engagement for a better future.

‘The future is in 
the hands of the 
unfaltering union 
of those who have 
the boldness  
to believe.‘



17 November 2008. A joint press conference held
by Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the Zimbabwean opposition,  
and Richard Branson, Founder and Chairman of Virgin Group,  
was particularly memorable.

‘Once the new government is formed, we will get the business 
community together to invest in Zimbabwe. There are a number  
of different areas where we can invest, whether it’s mobile phones, 
financial services or the airline industry. We will sit down with the 
new government and work out how we can help.’
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Outcome

EDD08 also sought to provide practical solutions for the  
1 billion people suffering from hunger worldwide. This situation 
was compounded by strong variability in seed and fertilizer 
prices that year. EU Member States used the 2008 forum to 
discuss a rapid response facility to help farmers in developing 
countries, which they later formalised with a pledge of  
EUR 1 billion. This funding aimed to increase agricultural 
production, improve access to agricultural inputs and services, 
and satisfy the basic food needs of some of the world’s most 
vulnerable people.

Platforma – an initiative to facilitate dialogue between the 
European institutions responsible for development policies  
and local and regional authorities – was launched on  
16 November 2008. 

The European Development Cooperation Charter in Support 
of Local Governance was also presented at EDD08. Supported 
by the European Commission, the Charter was initiated by the 
French Presidency of the European Union and United Cities 
France. It established standards to improve the effectiveness 
of local-level cooperation in partner countries.

The Charter also recognised the adherence of local authorities 
to the principles of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness 
(2005) that had recently been updated in Accra, Ghana (2008).
 
EDD08 also paved the way for the Assises of Decentralised 
Cooperation, a biannual gathering of local and regional 
authorities led by the Committee of the Regions. Its first 
meeting took place in December 2009.

‘The Millennium Development Goals will never be achieved without the participation 
and active contribution of regional and local authorities.’
16 November 2008.

lUC van DEn BranDE
President of the Committee of the Regions
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Featured

In parallel with the policy debates, three important ceremonies 
took place in Strasbourg. On 15 November 2008, the European 
Commission signed regional strategy agreements with five 
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. It signalled the 
attention the European Union would pay to regional integration 
within these countries. The budget of the regional strategies 
under the 10th European Development Fund – covering the 
period 2008-2013 – totalled EUR 1.6 billion. The European 
Development Fund is the main financial instrument for the 
EU’s geographic cooperation with African, Caribbean and 
Pacific countries. Funded by EU Member States’ voluntary 
contributions, it is an additional resource to the regular 
Community budget.

On the same day, the Commission awarded the 2008 Lorenzo 
Natali Grand Prize to Beninese journalist Larisse Houssou for  
his article on violence in Darfur, Sudan. The award celebrates 
the work of journalists committed to human rights, democracy 
and development.

On 16 November 2008, over 100 twinning agreements were 
signed at EDD08 that have enabled greater cooperation 
between EU public administrations and partner countries. 
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian 
Aid Louis Michel said: ‘A large number of European regional 
and local authorities have already launched development 
projects with local authorities in developing countries. The 
results of these experiments are impressive. For a small financial 
investment, we see proportionally big rewards. We need many 
more such initiatives.’

‘I want to thank the European 
Union for establishing this award 
because too often, we don’t find 

enough time to say thank you.‘
16 November 2010

wangarI MaaThaI
2004 Nobel Prize Laureate 

Founderof the Green Belt Movement
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16 November 2008. Wangari Maathai, 
2004 Nobel Prize Laureate and Founder 
of the Green Belt Movement, moved 
the eDD08 audience with its vision and 
optimism in the opening ceremony.  
She also awarded the Lorenzo Natali 
Grand Prize. The world mourned her 
passing in 2011, especially within  
the development community. 
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2009
22-24 october, Stockolm



24 October 2009. eDD09 served as a sounding board for leaders 
whose countries are already affected by climate change. From left  
to right, ernest Bai Koroma, President of Sierra Leone; Sheikh Hasina, 
Prime Minister of Bangladesh; Raila Odinga, Prime Minister of Kenya; 
and Michèle Pierre-Louis, Prime Minister of Haiti, called for urgent 
action against the impacts of climate change. 
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Theme

The dual climate and economic crises facing the international 
community were the theme for EDD09. Carl Bildt, Swedish 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, said it best: ‘Our challenge is to 
act simultaneously on warming up a deep-frozen economy 
and cooling down an overheated Mother Earth.’ Given the 
importance of governance to solving these challenges, 
democracy and development was another theme. 

This edition took place 50 days ahead of the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen. The forum served 
as a sounding board for countries and communities already 
affected by climate change. Leaders of partner countries from 
Bangladesh to Burkina Faso, and from Haiti to Vanuatu shared 
their views and concerns with internationally renowned experts 
and stakeholders. The forum provided a rich opportunity to hear 
from leaders who were trying to forge international consensus 
ahead of Copenhagen, especially among developing countries.

After editions in Brussels, Lisbon  
and Strasbourg, european Development 
Days 2009 (eDD09) came to Stockholm. 
Held on 22-24 October, eDD09 was the 
flagship event of the Swedish Presidency 
of the european Union, bringing together 
about 6 000 participants from over  
130 countries. The edition also took 
place at a pivotal time for europe 
following european parliamentary 
elections and ahead of major 
institutional changes with the ratification 
of the Lisbon Treaty.

eDD09 engaged the development 
community in debates around
the most pressing challenges
at the time: responding to the 
global economic crisis, addressing 
climate change and promoting 
democracy. These discussions fuelled 
the subsequent reshaping of eU 
development policy initiated in 2010 
under the second Barroso Commission.

6 000 
participants

160
exhibitors

30
sessions

200
speakers

130
countries

102
bilaterals



22 October 2009. Muhammad Yunus, 2006 Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate and then Managing Director of the Grameen Bank, 
intervened in the high-level panel on the response to the global 
economic downturn. A great supporter of social business, he 
challenged the greed and exclusion in the way wealth Is created.  

‘We have to rediscover ourselves as 
human beings. All the problems 
that we list each time we meet 
don’t have to repeat [themselves], 
because we can solve them ourselves.’



22 October 2009. Rajendra K. Pachauri, 
Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change, warned about 
the political consequences of climate 
change and called for a total review of 
our growth and development model.

‘Failing to address 
climate change 

will produce instability 
around the world.’
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Outcome

Discussions at EDD09 stimulated the later reshaping of 
European development policy in 2010. In his closing remarks 
Karel De Gucht, European Commissioner for Development and 
Humanitarian Aid, stressed that the ongoing financial, food, 
climate and energy crises offered an opportunity to reshape 
development aid, bringing development assistance more in line 
with a low-carbon development strategy.

Rajendra K. Pachauri, Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel  
on Climate Change, suggested the forum be renamed 
‘European Re-development Days’, because ‘we cannot proceed  
on the path of development as we understand it.’ Participants 
had three messages for European policymakers in Stockholm.

First, effective development in partner countries requires both 
strong political leadership and responsive politicians. At the 
same time, accountability can only be ensured through free 
media and an engaged civil society.

Second, development is not solely a matter of philanthropy. 
The ‘hungry billions are not only a moral disgrace’, said 
Commissioner De Gucht, ‘underdevelopment is a global 
problem that threatens us all’. Similarly, Rajendra K. Pachauri 
warned that ‘failing to address climate change will produce 
instability around the world. A large number of failed states 
will emerge – an outcome the world cannot accept and must 
prevent’.

Third, we need to shape international cooperation to better 
address the future challenges ahead. This means taking a more 
proactive approach to trade and infrastructure, climate change, 
migration, global food security and energy. Pachauri cautioned 
against forgetting the ‘missing’ Millennium Development Goal, 
namely access to energy, and reminded participants of the  
1.6 billion people with no access to electricity.

‘Poverty is linked to climate change – the most vulnerable people 
will be the hardest hit. This has been called our greatest challenge 
and it is our responsibility to meet it with determination.’
22 October 2009

FrEDrIk rEInFElDT
Prime Minister of Sweden
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Featured

A special event was held to mark the 15th anniversary of EU 
election observation missions and the 10th anniversary of 
Sweden’s activities in this field. The International Institute 
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance led a session with 
regional bodies from the Americas, Africa, Asia and Arab states. 
Participants examined how the European Union could best 
assist international efforts to promote democracy. In a prescient 
debate two years before the ‘Arab Spring’, another panel 
explored the role of social media in spurring transparency, 
democracy and development.

EDD09 further strengthened the Global Climate Change 
Alliance (GCCA) launched in 2007. The Prime Minister of 
Vanuatu, Edward Natapei, signed an agreement with the 
Commission and stressed: ‘We cannot meet the challenges 
of climate change alone. The GCCA is necessary and will go a 
long way to enable Vanuatu to meet the challenges [we face]. 
We need funding that is timely and accessible.’

The Commission awarded the 2009 Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize 
to the Chinese journalist Yee-Chong Lee for a TV documentary 
on the 2008 Sichuan earthquake. He revealed the corruption 
and substandard construction of public buildings that many 
people blamed for the huge death toll. The award celebrates 
the work of journalists committed to human rights, democracy 
and development.

Report

Addressing fragility has been an increasingly important priority 
within the European development and security agendas. In 
2009, fragility was the theme of the inaugural European Report 
on Development – launched at European Development Days –  
in which it was described as the ‘toughest development 
challenge of our era’.

The European Report on Development seeks to enhance 
the EU’s perspective on development issues on the basis of 
independent knowledge, excellence, innovation and better 
links between top academics and policymakers. It is a concrete 
manifestation of the EU’s commitment – as the world’s largest 
aid donor – to go beyond aid delivery and actively contribute 
to the global policy dialogue on development. The European 
Commission and several Member States support the initiative.

‘Global poverty is not acceptable. This is indeed the challenge for our civilisation.  
In the future, people will say, ”How was it possible that in the beginning of the twenty 
first century, so many people accepted living with this problem of global poverty?”’
22 October 2009

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission
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22 October 2009. At the forum’s development fair, the european 
Commission presented the first edition of the european Report on 
Development. Dicussions about the report continued on the stand 
of the european Commission which featured the report.



6 December 2010. Participants paid tribute to jailed Chinese dissident 
Liu Xiaobo, winner of the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize laureate for his ‘long 
and non-violent struggle for fundamental human rights.’ Zimbabwean 
Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai was among those in the audience 
who stood up and held a mask displaying the dissident’s face.
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2010
6-7 December, Brussels
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Theme

EDD10 engaged the global development community in debates 
around how best to achieve ‘higher-impact’ aid, following 
up on the recommendations in the European Commission’s 
Green Paper on development policy. The stakes were high; the 
deadline for achieving the MDGs was a mere five years away.

EDD10 took place during a time of intense international debate 
on development, less than two months after the United Nations 
High Level Summit on the Millennium Development Goals in 
New York and a week after the third Africa-EU Summit in Tripoli, 
Libya. The EUR 1 billion MDG initiative announced by the EU in 
New York provided additional momentum. The summit in Libya 
had also instilled new energy into the Joint Africa-EU Strategy,  
a true partnership between continents that looks beyond aid.

For its fifth edition, european 
Development Days 2010 (eDD10) 
returned to where it began in 2006. On 
6-7 December, the european Commission 
organised the forum in cooperation with 
the Belgian Presidency of the european 
Union in Brussels. 

eDD10 came at a decisive moment in 
european development policymaking, just 
weeks before the launch of the european 
external Action Service in January 
2011 and following the publication of a 
european Commission Green Paper on 
increasing the impact of development 
policy in October 2010.

Despite the on-going economic crisis in 
2010, europe illustrated its commitment 
to addressing development challenges. 
The ratification of the Lisbon Treaty had 
re-emphasised poverty eradication, aid 
effectiveness and policy coherence.

4 500 
participants

125
exhibitors

47
sessions

316
speakers

139
countries

78
bilaterals



‘European Development Days is an 
extraordinary platform for bringing 
together all the protagonists involved  
in development aid to help find solutions.’
6 December 2010

hrh prInCE phIlIppE
Crown Prince of Belgium

6 December 2010. Crown Prince Philippe of Belgium, with Belgian 
Minister for Development Charles Michel (right), visits the the 
forum’s professional fair that brought together hundreds of 
development organisations.



‘With its billion inhabitants, 
human resources, mining 
and energy resources and 

unexploited arable land, 
Africa is poised 

to become a giant.’

7 December 2010. Jacques Chirac, former President  
of France, delivered a memorable address.

Faithful to his convictions, he reminded a large audience  
of the untapped potential of the African continent. 
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Initiatives

EDD10 provided a platform for the discussion of a number  
of important initiatives. 

Following the Cotonou Appeal against counterfeit drugs in 
2009, the Chirac Foundation organised a one-day seminar on 
the responses to the shadowy and lethal trade in counterfeit 
drugs. These mislabelled or ill-produced ‘medicines’ can 
account for up to 30 % of healthcare products in circulation  
in developing countries, causing pain and often death.

Participants discussed the massive potential wealth that 
mining mineral resources could produce for Africa over 
the next decade, if properly managed. Corruption and lack 
of transparency, however, threaten these potential gains. 
Governments in developing countries lose billions of euros 
each year because of tax evasion. A group of academics 
sponsored by the Mo Ibrahim Foundation and led by Paul 

Collier, a professor of economics at Oxford University, launched 
a natural resource charter at the forum that sets conditions for 
sound and sustainable management.

In 2013, the European Union reached a deal to match  
a US law that compels oil, gas and mining companies to 
publish payments they make to governments and release 
information on how much they earn in each country. The 
EU legislation requires all companies listed on EU stock 
exchanges to report their payments by country and project. 
Large unlisted companies registered in the EU are also 
required to comply. The proposed EU law goes one step 
further than the US law, adding the forestry industry to  
the list of companies that need greater transparency.

‘I think European Development Days is far superior to Davos  
because we do serious work here.’
7 December 2010

Mo IBrahIM
Founding Chair of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation



82  - Editions

Featured

The second edition of the European Report on Development 
examined the challenge of building social protection systems 
in sub-Saharan Africa and how the EU could best support 
home-grown African initiatives. The report stressed that social 
protection could help sub-Saharan Africa combat poverty by 
reducing its vulnerability to shocks and promoting inclusive 
growth.

European Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs said: 
‘Social protection is often taken for granted in Europe. In fact, it 
has played an important and historic role in eradicating poverty 
in Europe. If well designed and managed, building on Africa’s 
own priorities and specificities, it could deliver similar success 
in Africa.’

The Commission awarded the 2010 Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize 
to the Nicaraguan journalist Yader Francisco Luna Garcia for 
an article on violence against women in his home country. The 
award celebrates the work of journalists committed to human 
rights, democracy and development.

Outcome

As the economic crisis was forcing nations to find cost-effective 
solutions in every domain, Europe’s premier development 
platform helped generate exchanges between practitioners and 
decision-makers about the most efficient ways  
to help the estimated 1.4 billion people living in poverty.

EDD10 addressed subjects as sensitive – and broad – as 
governance, human rights, the management of natural 
resources, access to energy, sustainable and inclusive growth, 
global health, support to the private sector, the effectiveness of 
aid, and the future of development cooperation policy for the 
institutions prescribed by the Lisbon Treaty.

Participants agreed on two essential prerequisites for effective 
cooperation. First, on the need for partnership among 
stakeholders and recipient countries. Second, on the need for 
greater policy coherence according to the Lisbon Treaty.

‘The secret of this event's success is its unique format: it combines a summit-style 
gathering of leaders with a forum for debate with NGOs and civil society. It is not just a 
forum for understanding changes that are already underway. It is also an opportunity to 
forge and bring about those changes.’
6 December 2010

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission 
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6 December 2010. On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the 
european Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, several 
events focused attention on the horizontal issues of democracy, 
good governance, domestic accountability and human rights.
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2011
15-16 December, Warsaw



5-6 December 2011. The sixth edition of european Development 
Days took place in Warsaw at the recently inaugurated Copernicus 
Museum. An exhibition showcased prominent freedom fighters 
from all corners of the world. Left, the poster shows Tawakkul 
Karman, 2011 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and social activist 
in Yemen. In her video address to forum participants, she said: 
‘Anything that we dream can happen. We need to know that 
together, we have the ability to achieve our dreams.’

85
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Theme

The focus of EDD11 was the link between development and 
democracy. In several sessions, participants explored how 
Europe’s development policy could concentrate on sectors that 
are key for long-term and inclusive growth. Panellists agreed 
that the areas where Europe could help lay the foundations for 
sustainable and inclusive growth included governance, clean 
energy, and agriculture and food security.

Just two weeks before the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness in Busan, South Korea, sessions addressed the 
call within the Agenda for Change for a more coordinated 
development approach at the European level and more 
development strategies led by partner countries. These 
principles of partnership and ownership are critical to aid 
effectiveness. Participants stressed the importance of  
South-South cooperation, aid effectiveness and accountability, 
decentralisation and strengthened local governance, democratic 
ownership, and the role of parliaments and civil society. The 
European Commission also presented a new policy for direct 
budget support.

european Development Days 2011 
(eDD11) was held in Warsaw on  
15-16 December. The two-day event was 
one of the largest in the calendar of the 
Polish Presidency of the european Union. 

eDD11 took place one year after the first 
wave of civil unrest and protest swept 
the Arab world, leading to unrest in 
Tunisia and egypt and civil war in Libya. 
The forum focused on the eU’s support 
for democratic and peaceful transitions. 

eDD11 was also an opportunity to 
consider the Commission's Agenda 
for Change made earlier in 2011 which 
called for greater focus on good 
governance and human rights and 
greater concentration on the poorest 
countries and the people who need it 
most.

2 300 
participants

23
sessions

130
speakers

84
countries

42
bilaterals



5 December 2011. Jerzy Buzek, President of the european 
Parliament, welcomed the organisation of the forum 

for the first time in the new eU Member state and 
stressed the importance of solidarity worldwide.

‘Our citizens want a Europe of 
solidarity – both within Europe 

and with all the people of the 
world, especially those in the 

least developed countries.  
They want efficient policies that 
ensure every euro is well spent. 

They want EU policies to be 
people-oriented policies.  

In the long term, the countries 
which benefit will not succeed  

if their policies do not  
empower their own people.’



15 December 2011. eDD11 was one of the largest events in the 
calendar of the Polish Presidency of the european Union. Organised 
for the first time in a country east of the former Iron Curtain and in 
the wake of the ongoing political changes in the Arab world, eDD11 
featured an impressive line-up of high profile leaders from eastern 
europe and Northern Africa. On the first night of the forum, the Polish 
Presidency hosted a leaders’ dinner with the european Commission.
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Outcome

Several sessions explored the call for more effective budget 
support to partner countries that meet eligibility requirements, 
as set out in the Agenda for Change. Participants discussed 
the principles of ‘smart conditionality’, which includes a stable 
macroeconomic framework, national and sector policies that 
promote sustainability and poverty reduction; and financial 
management within strong institutional and regulatory 
frameworks. Importantly, participants agreed to focus attention 
on a country's record on democracy, particularly regarding 
human rights and gender. These changes should help move  
the EU from ‘aid effectiveness’ to ‘development effectiveness’.

Participants communicated three key messages clearly  
in Warsaw. 
First, that the desire for freedom is not cultural, but human. 
Revolutions like those that began in Georgia, Kyrgyzstan and 
elsewhere 20 years before are now springing up in other parts  
of the world. 

Second, democratisation should begin from within partner 
countries. The days of donor interference and rule setting 
are over. Ownership in building democracy and pursuing 

development goals is essential. Partnership in sustaining  
the course towards democratisation is vital too. In this regard, 
EU Member States can share their own and often recent 
experiences transitioning to democracy. The EU overall has  
a proud tradition supporting transitions abroad as well.

Third, human rights must be deeply rooted in the approach 
to development and should be given greater weight in 
cooperation. EDD11 highlighted the EU’s proud track record 
in this area. The 2006 European Instrument for Democracy 
and Human Rights has made a considerable difference in 
advancing these issues worldwide. Participants agreed that 
a multidimensional approach is needed to address human 
rights violations by using a combination of political dialogue, 
sanctions, and leveraging financial and technical cooperation.

Finally, participants acknowledged that the world can prosper 
only in an era of partnership. No one has a monopoly on 
knowledge – we can all learn from each other. Developing 
countries are partners in an enterprise in which we all have a 
stake. As Hans Rosling, Chairman of the Gapminder Foundation, 
exclaimed: ‘We are one world’.

‘The fundamental wish to have a dignified life for oneself and one’s children, free from 
poverty, violence, oppression and corruption, where all can participate in a community 
that is respectful of its people, that is something that all human beings have in 
common. There may be cultural differences, but I believe that these are the common 
aspirations of every human being.’
15 December 2011

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission
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One year after the protests in Tunisia, several high-level 
representatives from North Africa and the Middle East shared 
their vision for the future at EDD11. Tunisia’s interim Prime 
Minister Mohammed Beji Caid Essebsi told the story of  
26-year- old Mohammed Bouazizi who set himself on fire after 
being stripped of the most basic human desire to provide for 
his family. Through his tragic sacrifice, millions of his fellow 
Tunisians – and people throughout the wider region –  
can now aspire to the brighter future. At EDD11, Tunisia's 
leaders sought Europe's support to realise their democratic 
aspirations.

Similarly, Mustafa Mohammed Abdul Jalil, Chair of Libya's 
National Transitional Council, called on the international 
community to support Libyan efforts to develop security, 
stability and the rule of law. He emphasised the need to 
reintegrate young freedom fighters into society through 
education and employment. The rapt audience during his 
address expressed their solidarity with Libya's cause.

Memorable

The focus of EDD11 was the link between development and 
democracy. Presenters and participants alike shared about their 
experiences with democratic transitions from Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia to North Africa and the Middle East. Given the 
high stakes, expert testimonies and debates were especially 
memorable.

Twenty years earlier, Central and Eastern European countries 
experienced dramatic transitions. In 2011, participants 
discussed the experience of Poland and its neighbours. They 
explored how to transfer best practices to different political 
environments, including Arab countries. They examined the 
lessons learnt after 20 years of independence in Central Asian 
countries. EDD11 gave the floor to a number of eminent 
leaders, including former President of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Roza Isakovna Otunbaeva, who described how tyrants could 
not restrain the democratic aspirations of citizens, especially 
among youth. Her speech was a timely reminder that the road 
to democracy can be long and bumpy.

 

‘This is the first time in the Arab world that the people rose up, not only for daily bread, 
but for dignity, freedom, equal rights and accountability of rulers.’
15 December 2011

MohaMED BEJI CaID EssEBsI
Interim Prime Minister of Tunisia
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‘At the beginning, the 
demonstrations to end 
Muammar al-Gaddafi's 
rule were peaceful [...], but 
protestors were met with 
violence. With God's help, the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, 
The Arab League and the EU 
supported our cause. Finally, 
the international community 
intervened under the 1973 UN 
Resolution, the responsibility to 
protect.’

16 December 2011. Abdul Jalil, chair of the National Transition 
Council of Libya, eloquently described Libya’s path away from 
dictatorship. 
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2012
16-17 october, Brussels



17 October 2012. For the media, european Development Days is an attractive opportunity 
to interview political and thought leaders and to host lively debates. At eDD12, France 24 
organised a debate between Kristalina Georgieva, european Commissioner for International 
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response; eva Joly, Chair of the european 
Parliament Committee on Development; and Victor G. Ndiaye, Chief executive Officer, 
Performances Group & Performances Management Consulting.

93
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Themes

The theme for EDD12 was sustainable and inclusive growth 
for human development. It was structured around three 
topics: building resilience, through sustainable agriculture, 
food security and nutrition; engaging the private sector for 
development and empowering people for inclusive growth.

In 2012, about 16 % of the world’s population – more than one 
billion people in all – were hungry and lived in poverty. Most 
lived as small-scale farmers in rural areas where agriculture is 
the main economic activity. At EDD12, six high-level panels 
addressed the issues of sustainable agriculture, food security 
and resilience. Achieving food and nutrition security was at the 
top of the international political agenda. Participants discussed 
how best to empower farmers and harness the enormous 
potential to scale up agricultural production in developing 
countries.

On 16-17 October 2012, european 
Development Days (eDD12) returned to 
Brussels. The ongoing crisis in the Sahel 
region and the Horn of Africa was the 
backdrop for discussions concerning 
sustainable agriculture, food security 
and resilience. 

eDD12 discussed how to best support 
inclusive and sustainable growth for  
human development, as advocated by  
the european Commission’s new 
blueprint for development, the Agenda 
for Change.

Participants explored the links between 
inclusive and sustainable growth, and 
debated how to build more resilient 
communities, engage the private sector, 
and empower people to contribute to 
development. The issues cut across all 
sectors, including agriculture, education, 
energy, food security, and health.

3 300 
participants

50
sessions

274
speakers

103
countries

101
bilaterals



‘I share the dream of a 
day when poverty is a 
thing of the past. 
Not just in terms of 
income, but also in 
terms of access to 
healthcare and social 
and political rights.’ 

17 October 2012. Joyce Banda of Malawi, the 
second African woman to be elected President, 
delivered a memorable address. 



17 October 2012. Andris Piebalgs warmly welcomes Thomas Yayi 
Boni, President of Benin and acting President of the African Union. 
Yayi Boni was the president who attended the greatest number of 
forums including in 2012, 2010, 2008 and 2006.   
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Engaging the private sector as a development partner to create 
jobs and income opportunities for the poor is evolving into a 
cross-cutting issue in development cooperation. At EDD12, 
six high-level panels addressed how to successfully engage 
the private sector in development and use innovative financial 
approaches from the private and public sectors.

Growth patterns are just as important as growth rates to 
reducing poverty. Without inclusive growth - charachterised 
by people's ability to participate in, and benefit from wealth 
and job creation - benefits cannot be sustained over the long 
term. At EDD12, six high-level panels focused on how to create 
inclusive growth while ensuring basic levels of social protection.

As European Commission President José Manuel Barroso  
said at the EDD12 opening ceremony: ‘Growth is not an  
end in itself. It needs to be sustainable and inclusive.
In the long run growth and social inclusion are two sides  
of the same coin.’

Outcome

The European Commission built consensus around its 
Communication on social protection, as an effective way to 
reduce poverty and vulnerability. ‘Social protection floors’, for 
example, have made healthcare and education more affordable 
and accessible. Debates included in-depth discussions of how 
to finance universal healthcare and education and improve the 
rights of informal young workers.

Participants also supported the scaling up of the SHARE 
programme, the EU's response to the food crisis in sub-Saharan 
Africa. This joint humanitarian-development programme has 
made impressive gains at making people, communities and 
countries more resilient to acute emergencies. Participants 
called for greater cooperation between development and 
humanitarian efforts, particularly in disaster preparedness.

Participants shared success stories and best practices; learnt 
about the European Commission’s platform to bring together 
development partners to make maximum use of blending 
instruments, discussed the potential of the private sector 
to transform African economies, debated what constitutes 
inclusive business models, and looked at how best to boost 
innovation and move towards green and inclusive growth.

In addition, it was the first time that what will then become  
the European Year for Development 2015 was presented  
and discussed. 

‘We must take destiny in our own hands. We need strategic relationships in the world, 
and a strategic approach towards global governance. We want to move away from  
the situation where we are beggars.’
17 October 2012

ThoMas BonI yayI
President of the Republic of Benin, Acting Chairperson of the African Union
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The world has become more fragile and disasters are more 
frequent and severe due to the combination of climate 
change, urbanisation and population growth. ECHO works in 
close partnership with United Nations organisations and non-
governmental organisations to deliver life-saving programmes. 
Partnership is critical because there are 30-40 countries that are 
either in conflict, emerging from it, or slipping into it.

To cut humanitarian costs in the future, ECHO is investing in 
preparedness and prevention. It is a smart investment. Every 
euro invested saves between four and seven more lives. In 
2012, preparedness and prevention activities represented 10 % 
of ECHO’s budget. Today, ECHO is anticipating the crisis by 
assessing risks, improving early warning systems and investing 
in resilience.

Anniversary

EDD12 was an opportunity to celebrate 20 years of European 
solidarity with people in need worldwide. Founded in 1992, the 
European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) has since 
provided EUR 14 billion of humanitarian assistance to people 
suffering from natural disasters and human-made crises. Its 
work has been carried out under the principals of humanity, 
neutrality and independence.

Together, EU Member States and European institutions are the 
biggest donors of humanitarian aid, providing more than half 
of official global contributions. Since 2008, ECHO’s budget had 
averaged EUR 1 billion annually. In 2011, ECHO supported more 
than 120 million people in 80 countries.

‘I have a two year old granddaughter and recently I played with her in Sofia and she 
laughed and cried. The next day I faced children who were so malnourished that they 
could not even cry. There is nothing more deafening than silence in a room full of 
children, so it is my duty as a Commissioner to stand up for them.’
16 October 2012

krIsTalIna gEorgIEva
EU Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response
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‘Simple measures 
yield big results 
In Sahel, 
malnutrition has 
been cut by 51 % 
following the set 
up an early 
warning system.’

16 October 2012. On the 20th anniversary of eU humanitarian 
operations, Kristalina Georgieva explained the importance of 
disaster preparedness, especially in the context of building more 
resilient communities against the adverse effects of climate 
change and natural disasters. 
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2013
26-27 november, Brussels
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27 November 2013. The closing panel of eDD13 was high-level, 
interactive and engaging. Forum participants were invited to directly 
interact with Andris Piebalgs, eU Commissioner for Development;  
Jan eliasson, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations; ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia; and the executive Director 
of Oxfam International, Winnie Byanyima; as well as prominent 
academics, Paul Collier and Debapriya Bhattacharya. 



102  - Editions

Themes

While the MDGs set in 2000 have helped focus efforts to 
reduce poverty and improve human wellbeing, progress has 
been uneven. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia, noted 
that in many poor countries, particularly in Africa, many of the 
goals have not been achieved. She called for much greater 
consultation with and participation of poor countries in 
formulating the post-2015 agenda, and for a stronger global 
partnership to underpin it.

The European Union has set its vision for a post-2015 agenda 
with its 2013 Communication 'A Decent Life for All' and 
Council Conclusions,‘The Overarching Post-2015 Agenda‘. 
The European Union is advocating for a combined approach 
that ensures the adoption of a single set of goals and targets. 
Policymakers have called for universal application that takes 
into consideration national circumstances, capacities and levels 
of development.

For its eighth edition, european 
Development Days (eDD13) remained in 
Brussels. More than 5 000 participants 
gathered around 343 senior experts 
and global leaders. eDD13 was also the 
largest ever eDD edition in terms of the 
depth and breadth of its programme, 
with 80 sessions.

eDD13 followed the european 
Commission's Communication,  
'A Decent Life For All: Building Consensus 
for a New Development Agenda'. The 
Communication encouraged participants 
to create common and ambitious 
european positions to eradicate poverty 
and promote sustainable development as 
part of the post-2015 agenda.

eDD13 helped to shift the perception of 
development as a poor country problem 
to a challenge for the entire world to 
address.

5 000 
participants

80
sessions

343
speakers

154
countries

105
bilaterals



26 November 2013. eDD13 inaugurated a new type of interactive 
workshop. A dozen brainstorming sessions took place and 
gave stakeholders and practitioners the opportunity to advance 
creative solutions to tough challenges. Here, participants develop 
proposals on how best to involve the media.



26 November 2013. Stavros Lambrinidis, eU Special Representative 
for Human Rights, recalled the Vienna Declaration from 20 years 
ago that emphasised the central role of civil society to promote 
human rights around the world.
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Anniversary

EDD13 was an opportunity to celebrate the 20th anniversary  
of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and EU cooperation in the field of human rights.

Flavia Pansieri, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
began her address by reciting the first article of the UN Declaration 
on Human Rights. She cautioned the large and appreciative 
audience: ‘We must make sure we recognise the importance, the 
absolute necessity of promotion and respect for human rights 
in everything we do. If it is true that there is no peace without 
development and no development without peace, it is equally true 
that neither of the two can exist without human rights.’

Stavros Lambrinidis, EU Special Representative for Human 
Rights, recalled the 1993 Vienna Declaration from 20 years ago 
that emphasised the central role of civil society to promote 
human rights around the world.

The EU needs to set an example and not overlook human rights 
violations: ‘The fact that we’re not all perfect does not mean 
we’re all equally imperfect. Cultural relativism is very dangerous. 
Human rights are the universal language of the powerless 
against the relativism of the powerful. This is our inspiration. 
This is our compass. This is where we join hands with others to 
be able to make a difference, not just a point.’

‘The fact that we’re not all perfect does not 
mean we’re all equally imperfect.
Cultural relativism is very dangerous.  
Human rights are the universal language of the 
powerlessagainst the relativism of the powerful.’
26 November 2013

sTavros laMBrInIDIs
EU Special Representative for Human Rights
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EDD13 also contributed to a vision of a world where every man, 
woman and child lives in dignity with the right to prosperity.
As President Barroso stated, ‘it is both a human imperative and 
a matter of strategic intelligence’. Some participants believed 
that the post-2015 development agenda should address 
inequality in a meaningful way. Income inequality and gender 
discrimination are major worldwide impediments to poverty 
eradication and sustainable development. With regard to 
gender equality, participants agreed that the successor targets 
to the MDGs must promote change within society as a whole, 
including focusing on the role of men and boys.

A recurrent theme across the two-day programme was one 
of interdependence. The discussions repeatedly highlighted 
the links between climate change and the limits of natural 
resources; between poverty, conflict and migration; and 
between education and inclusive and sustainable growth.  
‘A clear vision of an interdependent world, in which problems 
in one place affect us all,’ was how Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
President of Liberia, summarised the ambition and sentiment  
of this EDD edition.

Outcome

The main outcome of EDD13 was the consensus built towards 
a bold, but realistic agreement for a post-2015 agenda, 
including sustainable development goals. The recognition that 
development is a common challenge for the entire world – for 
every country and every citizen – was the dominant message 
of EDD13. Because the challenges ahead are universal and 
interrelated, participants agreed on the need to address them 
together.

EDD13 took place just a few days after the UN climate 
change conference in Warsaw and against the backdrop of 
the catastrophic consequences of Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines. Participants reiterated that climate change threatens 
poverty reduction efforts worldwide and called yet again on 
global leaders to take action. To achieve poverty eradication 
and sustainable development in its three dimensions – 
economic, social and environmental – the new agenda would 
need to address climate change as a cross-cutting issue and 
require all nations to ‘live within planetary boundaries’.

27 November 2013. At the closing session, ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
President of Liberia, stressed that one of the biggest challenges 

remaining ahead for the post-2015 global development framework 
is to ensure ownership, convincing every nation that the 

framework is in their national interests.

‘The post-2015 framework should aim to construct a reinforced world-level partnership,  
based on solidarity with the poorest people, and an acceptance that the world of the  
21st century is unquestionably interdependent and destined for integration.’
26 November 2013

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission
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‘The most difficult part in getting 
the necessary consensus will be 

the negotiation among countries,  
ensuring that each region feels 

it is engaged. The way to do 
it is through gaining support 

for the idea of one humanity. 
This time we are talking about 

mutual responsibility [where] we 
all commit to common goals 
for a common humanity. The 

international community should 
negotiate the future framework 
not as north, south, east, west, 

poor, rich – but as members  
of one humanity with a  

common destiny.’ 
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‘Changes, Challenges  
and Chances’
anDrIs pIEBalgs
European Commissioner for Development

Why development matters

Why do we do development? To answer that question, 
picture the face of  a hungry child – a face filled with 
fear and despair. That child is just one of  the millions 
worldwide who may never grow up to become 
healthy adults; who may never have the chance to 
study and find a decent job; who may never fulfil the 
potential in them to build a better life for themselves, 
their families and the societies in which they live. All 
because they are dragged down by poverty, conflict or 
oppression, through no fault of  their own.

Development policy is about dispelling fear, 
conquering despair and offering real hope for 
the future. The desire to build a just, sustainable 
future for all people, free from poverty and conflict, 
motivates us all as development actors in the policies, 
strategies and actions we pursue. The desire to get 
the share experiences and build genuine, lasting 
partnerships to make our efforts count brings us 
together every year at European Development Days.

I have been honoured to have overseen this premier 
event as European Commissioner for Development, 
following in the footsteps of  Louis Michel. Together 
with Commission President José Manuel Barroso, 
Louis took the vision for European Development 
Days and then quickly and skilfully turned it into a 
permanent fixture on the development calendar that 
no one with an interest in development issues can 
afford to miss. Over the years it has attracted a host 
of  world leaders, development thinkers, NGOs and 
civil society representatives from the four corners of  
the globe and every walk of  development life. 

The key theme of  my closing speech to European 
Development Days in Brussels in 2012 was ‘people-
centred development’. Of  course, we all know that 
any development policy worth its salt must have 
people at its centre. However, from time to time we 
should remind ourselves of  why we do development, 
and who we do it for.
Back in the 3rd century BC the Indian teacher and 
philosopher, Chanakya, said that before embarking 
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on a project, you should always ask yourself  three 
questions: ‘Why am I doing it?’, ‘What might 
the results be?’, and ‘Will I be successful?’ Only 
when you have found satisfactory answers to these 
questions should you go ahead.

We could apply this philosophy from to many 
different aspects of  21st-century life. And it has 
certainly governed the way in which we have opened 
a new chapter in our development story – a story 
almost as old as the European project itself.

The first question is relatively easy to answer. As  
I mentioned earlier, we are doing what we do to help 
people shake off the shackles of  poverty and enjoy 
the freedom and opportunity to make the most 
of  their talent and potential. Over the years our 
development cooperation has pursued with great 
determination its overriding aim of  eradicating 
poverty. It is an aim to which I have remained 
fully and tirelessly committed ever since I became 
Commissioner for Development in 2010. The EU 
as a whole provides over half  of  all global aid and 
I have been privileged to see how, when combined 
with country-led development efforts, it can truly 
change people’s lives for the better. Development 
aid really does work.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which 
the European Union has consistently championed, 
have shown us just what can be done when we work 
together. Thanks to the MDGs, global poverty was 
halved in a mere 10 years. In addition, with support  
from the European Commission, since 2004 more 
than 13.7 million new pupils have enrolled in 
primary education and more than 70 million people 
have been connected to improved drinking water. 

Over the same period the EU has helped construct 
or renovate more than 8 500 health facilities 
worldwide. 

Adapting to a changing world

We live in a world that has changed a great deal in a 
few years – even since 2006, when the first European 
Development Days took place. We have watched 
emerging economies around the world move from 
being development aid beneficiaries to become 
donors. Developing countries have contributed 
an astonishing 70 % of  the world’s growth in 
the last 10 years. Africa, the world’s youngest 
continent in demographic terms, has been enjoying 
unprecedented, sustained growth. At home we have 
seen how the Member States that have joined the 
European Union since 2004 – including my own 
country of  Latvia – are gradually becoming fully-
fledged development players. This sends out a clear, 
optimistic signal to countries around the world that 
the transformation from closed, rigid oppression to 
prosperous, outward-looking freedom is perfectly 
possible – and that the EU can help them along that 
path, too. 

This significant shift in global power, influence 
and markets to emerging and developing countries 
is encouraging. It shows that while aid can 
undoubtedly deliver, it is no longer the only road 
to development and that development cooperation 
is as much about mutual interest as it is about 
solidarity.

So the changes over recent years have presented us 
with challenges and chances at one and the same 
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time. If  my days as a teacher and headmaster have 
taught me anything, it is that we can always do 
better. This deep-rooted conviction made me all 
the more determined to rise to these challenges and 
capitalise on these chances to build on the healthy 
development legacy left to me by my predecessors.  
I was also acutely aware of  the need to get the 
highest impact from our resources. The European 
Union owes it to its partner countries and to 
Europeans at home to make its development 
funding as effective as possible. I therefore set 
about devising a blueprint for a modern, focused, 
high-impact development policy to take us forward. 
That blueprint became the ‘Agenda for Change’, 
which we have debated in great detail at successive 
EDDs.

Delivering high-impact aid

The Agenda for Change gives us a relevant, 
high-impact policy fit to take on development 
challenges in the modern world. It is about getting 
more impact from our policy with the resources 
we have, targeting them where they are most 
needed, have a comparative advantage and bring 
real added value, so that people can move out 
of  poverty and stay out of  it. It focuses on good 
governance, inclusive and sustainable growth and 
human development.

We have focused on good governance because of  
our deeply held conviction that empowering and 
enabling people to stay out of  poverty is about laying 
solid governance foundations, so that everyone gets 
a fair start in life, a fair chance to create wealth for 
themselves and boost their country’s development as 

equal members of  society, and a fair deal when they 
fall sick, lose their job or retire.

We have focused on inclusive and sustainable 
growth because too often the fruits of  growth do not 
translate into poverty reduction or wealth creation 
for those who really need them. For us, growth that 
comes in fits and starts and whose benefits are not 
felt across society is a wasted opportunity. Lasting 
growth in which everyone can share gives all people 
an equal chance to make the most of  their potential 
and in doing so to create wealth that benefits them, 
their families, their communities and society as a 
whole. 

I am delighted that our current EU budget, taking 
us from 2014 to 2020, has kept development 
funding at a high level, thereby enabling us to 
pursue the important development priorities 
we have set under the ‘Agenda for Change’. Yet 
aid is not a cure-all. That is why we believe it 
can be used effectively to leverage additional 
funding – for instance to spur better domestic 
revenue mobilisation, or in combination with 
funds from other sources, including new partners 
like the private sector. At the same time, we are 
improving coordination with Member States and 
other donors to avoid unnecessary overlaps and 
work more effectively. We are doing more to join 
humanitarian and development efforts together, 
striving whenever possible to lay the foundations 
for lasting peace and security and investing in 
resilience. And we are seeking to leave behind the 
old donor-recipient approach to aid and forge new 
relationships with our partner countries, in which 
they have full ownership of  their development 
strategies and we pursue cooperation in other 
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areas of  mutual interest. Because development in 
the 21st century is not a zero-sum game. If  our 
partner countries can pursue real and lasting 
development, rid themselves of  insecurity and 
conflict and gain full access to world trade, we will 
benefit as well.

Nonetheless, aid must also continue to do its 
traditional job, addressing our partner countries’ 
stated development needs and priorities. There can 
be no let-up in our development efforts because 
much remains to be done. The MDG deadline  
expires in 2015 and yet progress towards meeting 
the goals has been uneven and many countries have 
not made adequate headway. Too many people in 
too many countries remain trapped in poverty. The 
EU remains totally committed to working with its 
partner countries worldwide to help them achieve 
the MDGs by 2015. Our EUR 1 billion MDG 
Initiative, through which we have been working 
with more than 50 countries to foster action in 
improving access to food, maternal health and 
access to water and sanitation, is ample proof  of  
that.

All in all, with the Agenda for Change to guide us, we 
have set about making an ever greater contribution 
to our partner countries’ efforts to eradicate poverty 
and secure a sustainable development path for 
themselves. We have a truly relevant policy in place, 
fit to take on any of  the development challenges that 
our modern world throws at us.

A vision for the future

They are challenges that the international 
community is tackling now as it sets about 
shaping an ambitious post-2015 framework to 
take us ever closer to making poverty history 
and sustainable development the future. The EU 
has made its position clear. We believe that the 
post-2015 development framework should have 
poverty eradication and sustainable development 
at its core, and include five main elements: basic 
living standards; inclusive and sustainable growth; 
sustainable management of  natural resources; 
equity, equality and justice; and peace and security.

This is not a task we should treat lightly. Nor is it 
time for half-measures or cautious moves. On the 
contrary, it is time for bold action. Through the 
post-2015 framework we have the best opportunity 
in history to eradicate poverty and secure a 
sustainable future for our planet. The resources 
and technology we need are there. What is required 
on top of  them, as UN Secretary-General Ban-Ki 
Moon has rightly suggested, is political courage. 
Then we can truly begin to realise the bold yet 
achievable vision for the world that the European 
Union has brought to the post-2015 table. It is 
a vision of  a world in which every man, woman 
and child lives in dignity and prosperity. A world 
in which giving birth is no longer a matter of  life 
and death. A world in which all people, beginning 
with children, have access to water, sanitation, 
energy, education and health services. A world in 
which progress does not push our planet beyond 
its limits, thereby safeguarding future generations’ 
well-being and livelihoods. A world in which the 
face of  a hungry child with no future is replaced 
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with the face of  a healthy and happy child who has 
everything to live for.

This vision answers the second of  our three 
questions. It is a vision that we are fully capable 
of  realising. But it absolutely must be a common 
effort in which each and every one of  us plays our 
part.

A partnership built to last

The post-2015 development framework and the 
process leading up to it have shown that development 
is truly a collaborative effort. Partner countries, 
donors NGOs, the private sector, parliaments and 
people all need to be involved. Only then can all 
people, wherever they may be, genuinely benefit. If  
we all pull together, we can answer the third question 
positively and make our inclusive, comprehensive 
partnership a genuine success.

European Development Days is a microcosm of  
this partnership, in which no issue, no country and 
no person is left out. The forum shows what can 
be achieved with the right mix of  compromise, 
commitment and common vision. Without it we 
would not have come as far as we have. They are 
unique and vital to furthering the development 
cause. It binds us together in a partnership built to 
last.

At the opening session of  the 2011 edition of  
European Development Days in Warsaw I referred 
to it as a place where we can get important business 
done. I very much look forward to seeing this forum 
continue in the same vein in the years to come. 

Development issues will always be close to my 
heart and I will have many, many fond memories to 
take with me from European Development Days.

Development is, and will always be, about people. 
The people who gather at the forum every year and 
make it such a success, know that. This is why I have 
every confidence that, whatever issues they may 
discuss, European Development Days will always 
have people at their heart.
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Voices
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From heads of state to community workers, from Nobel laureates to project managers, everyone has a say 
at european Development Days. Regardless of gender, creed or colour, the forum welcomes participants 
to share their knowledge and experiences.

The forum is bringing a growing range of actors to the discussion table: politicians, business leaders, 
parliamentarians, academics, think-tank fellows, civil society advocates, field practitioners, trade union 
representatives and media players. These diverse  stakeholders come together at european Development 
Days and identify synergies and build relationships that are - quite literally - changing the world.



parTnEr CoUnTrIEs

hEaD oF sTaTE

 ErnEsT BaI koroMa
 President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

 (2009)

 JoyCE BanDa
 President of the Republic of Malawi

 
(2012)

 alI Bongo oDIMBa
 President of the Republic of Gabon

 (2012)

 FrançoIs BozIzé
 President of the Central African Republic 

 (2006) 

 BlaIsE CoMpaoré
 President of the Republic of Burkina Faso

 (2008, 2008)

 FaUrE EssozIMna gnassIngBé
 President of the Republic of Togo

 (2006)

 MaUMooM gayooM
 President of the Republic of the Maldives

 (2007)

 arManDo gUEBUza
 President of the Republic of Mozambique

 (2012)

 MaMaDoU IssoUFoU
 President of the Republic of Niger

 (2011, 2013)

 EllEn Johnson sIrlEaF
 President of the Republic of Liberia

 (2006, 2009, 2013)
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The european Union implements 
programmes and projects around the 
world, wherever assistance is needed. 
europeAid helps developing countries 
to improve the welfare of their poorest 
populations.

Developing countries bear the 
primary responsibility for their own 
development. europeAid tailors its 
support to fit the development priorities 
set by these countries. 

As europe’s foremost platform to 
engage with its partners from all corners 
of the world, european Development 
Days has been a platform for dozens of 
foreign heads of state or government 
to present their agenda to eradicate 
poverty. 



 ahMaD kaBBah
 President of the Republic of Sierra Leone
 (2006) 

 paUl kagaME
 President of the United Republic of Rwanda
 (2006, 2010) 

 Jakaya kIkwETE
 President of the Republic of Tanzania
 (2010) 

 EMManUEl Manny MorI
 President of the Federated States of Micronesia
 (2009) 

 FEsTUs MogaE
 President of the Republic of Botswana
 (2006) 

 Ely MohaMMED vall
 President of the Republic of Mauritania
 (2006) 

 yowErI MUsEvEnI
 President of the Republic of Uganda
 (2006) 

 pIErrE nkUrUnzIza
 President of the Republic of Burundi
 (2006) 

 MarC ravaloManana
 President of the Republic of Madagascar
 (2006, 2008) 

 MIkhEIl saakashvIlI
 President of the Republic of Georgia
 (2011) 

 MaCky sall
 President of the Republic of Senegal

 (2012)

 MaMaDoU TanJa
 President of the Republic of Niger

 (2006)

 aMaDoU ToUManI ToUré
 President of the Republic of Mali

 
(2006, 2008)

 ThoMas yayI BonI
 President of the Republic of Benin

 
(2006, 2008, 2010, 2012)

 aIsaTU n’JIE-saIDy
 Vice-President of the Republic of The Gambia

 
(2006)

 JEJoMar BInay
 Vice-President of the Republic of The Philippines

 
(2012)
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parTnEr CoUnTrIEs

 MohaMED BEJI CaID EssEBsI
 Interim Prime Minister of Tunisia 
 (2011) 

 garry ConIllE
 Prime Minister of Haiti 
 (2011) 

 salaM FayyaD
 Prime Minister of Palestine
 (2010) 

 shEIkh hasIna
 Prime Minister of Bangladesh
 (2009) 

 MohaMMED aBDUl JalIl
 Chairman of the National Transition Council of Libya

 
(2011) 

 porTIa sIMpson MIllEr
 Prime Minister of Jamaica
 (2013) 

 EDwarD naTapEI
 Prime Minister of Vanuatu
 (2009) 

 MaDhav kUMar nEpal
 Prime Minister of Nepal
 (2010) 

hEaD oF govErnMEnT

 raIla oDInga
 Prime Minister of Kenya

 
(2009)

 José MarIa pErEIra nEvEs
 Prime Minister of Cape Verde

 
(2013)

 MIChèlE pIErrE-loUIs
 Prime Minister of Haiti

 
(2008, 2009)

 navInChanDra raMgoolaM
 Prime Minister of Mauritius

 
(2006)

 aBsaloM ThEMBa DlaMInI
 Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Swaziland

 
(2006)

 Morgan TsvangIraI
 Prime Minister of Zimbabwe

 
(2010)

 MElEs zEnawI
 Prime Minister of Ethiopia

 
(2006)

 TErTIUs zongo
 Prime Minister of Burkina Faso

 
(2009)
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 FawzIa y. h. aDaM
 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
  for Foreign Affairs, Somalia
 (2013) 

 José BrITo
 Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cape Verde
 (2008) 

 zaInaB hawa BangUra
 Minister for Foreign Affairs and  
 International Cooperation, Sierra Leone
 (2009) 

 aUgUsTInE kpEhE ngaFUan
 Minister for Foreign Affairs, Liberia
 (2012) 

 olDEMIro MarqUEs BalóI
 Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation,  
 Mozambique
 (2010) 

 loUIsE MUshIkIwaBo
 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rwanda
 (2010) 

 BrUno roDrIgUEz parrIlla
 First Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cuba
 (2007) 

 ahMED shahEED
 Minister of Foreign Affairs of The Maldives
 (2009) 

 aBDoUrahIM agnE
 Minister of Planning and Decentralised Cooperation, 
 Senegal 

 
(2008)

 ChakIB BEn MoUssa
 Minister of Interior, Morroco

 
(2008)

 DaME Carol kIDU
 Minister for Local Development, Papua New Guinea

 
(2008)

 JaFFEr haMED MohaMED JaFFar
 Vice Minister of Local Government, Yemen

 
(2008)

 aBEl ToUssaInT CoUlIBaly
 Minister of Local Authorities, Burkina Faso

 
(2008)

 alassanE sEIDoU
 Minister for Decentralisation, Benin

 
(2009)

MInIsTEr oF ForEIgn aFFaIrs MInIsTEr oF InTErIor anD DECEnTralIsaTIon 
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parTnEr CoUnTrIEs

 sUFIan ahMED
 Minister of Finance and Economic Development,  
 Ethiopia
 (2012) 

 saMUra kaMara
 Minister of Finance and Economic Development,  
 Sierra Leone
 (2009) 

 aMara M. konnEh
 Minister of Planning and Economic Affairs, Liberia
 (2009, 2010) 

 osMan MohaMED osMan
 Minister of Economic Development, Egypt
 (2006) 

 EMIlIa pIrEs
 Minister of Finance, Timor-Leste
 (2013) 

 MahaMaDoU sako
 Former Minister of Privatisation, Niger
 (2007) 

 salEy saIDoU
 Minister of Commerce and  
 Private Sector Development, Niger
 (2012) 

 FrançoIs MarIE DIDIEr zoUnDI
 Minister of the Budget, Ministry of Economy  
 and Finance, Burkina Faso
 (2010) 

 FlorEnCE ChEnowETh
 Minister for Agriculture, Liberia

 
(2013)

 sTanIslas kaManzI
 Minister for Natural Resources, Rwanda

 
(2009)

 MohaMMED hasan MahMUD
 State Minister of Environment and Forest, Bangladesh

 
(2009)

 MarIa MUTagaMBa
 Minister of Water and Environment, Uganda

 
(2007)

 EUgEnE shannon
 Minister of Land, Mines and Energy, Liberia

 
(2006)

 BUyElwa sonJICa
 Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs,  
 South Africa

 
(2009)

 ngUyEn ThE phUong
 Deputy Minister of Planning and Investment, Vietnam

 
(2012)

MInIsTEr oF EConoMy anD FInanCE MInIsTEr oF lanD, EnvIronMEnT anD agrICUlTUrE  
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 JUlIa DUnCan-CassEll
 Minister for Gender and Development, Liberia
 (2013) 

 JIko lUvEnI
 Minister for Women, Social Welfare  
 and Poverty Alleviation, Fiji 
 (2013) 

 lUkIa nakaDaMa Isanga
 State Minister for Gender and Culture, Uganda
 (2012) 

 ThérèsE olEnga kalonDa
 Minister for Education, Information,  
 Women and Environment, Province of Kinshasa, DRC
 (2009) 

 DavID ChIrIBoga
 Minister of Health, Ecuador

 
(2010)

 arThUr pETEr MUTharIka
 Minister of Education, Science and Technology, 
 Malawi

 
(2010)

 hEnDrIETTa IpElEng BogopanE-zUlU
 Deputy Minister for Public Works,  
 Member of Parliament, South Africa 

 
(2009)

MInIsTEr oF gEnDEr MInIsTEr oF hEalTh anD EDUCaTIon 

MInIsTEr oF pUBlIC works 
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 salIM aMIn
 Founding Managing Director, A24 Media 

 (2006) 

 oMar BElhoUChET
 Editor-in-Chief, El Watan 

 
(2008) 

 ErIk BETTErMann
 Director-General, Deutsche Welle 

 
(2008)

 paUl DUJarDIn
 Chief Executive Officer, Centre for Fine Arts,  
 Brussels 

 (2013)

 MUChaDEyI ashTon MasUnDa
 Chair and Chief Executive, 
 Associated Newspapers of Zimbabwe 

 (2008) 

 ErIC nyInDU
 Editor-in-Chief, VoxAfrica 

 
(2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 XIao qIang
 Adjunct Professor, School of Information 
 University College of Berkeley, Founding 

 Editor-in-Chief China Digital Times 
 (2011) 

 ClaUDE-yvEs roBIn
 Director-General, France 5 TV 

 (2007)

 MarIE-ChrIsTInE saragossE
 Director-General, TV5 Monde 

 (2010)

 MaCTar sIlla
 President, African Association of Private TV Producer 

 
(2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012) 

MEDIa
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CIvIl soCIETy

Civil society and non-state actors 
more broadly work in partnership with 
the european Union towards more 
participatory development. The european 
Commission’s Directorate General for 
Development and Cooperation has 
developed financial instruments tailored 
to the specific requirements of non-state 
actors.

european Development Days has served 
as a useful platform for european and 
global civil society organisations to 
engage directly with the european 
Commission and other multilateral 
institutions. Prominent and experienced 
civil society leaders from europe and the 
rest of the world have participated in the 
forum. 

One reason why this forum on 
development is unique is because 
most workshops and sessions in the 
programme are directly proposed, 
organised and run by these stakeholders. 
The forum has helped pave the way 
toward a more structured dialogue 
between european institutions and civil 
society organisations.



 DEBaprIya BhaTTaCharya
 Chair, Southern Voices on Post-MDGs, Bangladesh 
 (2013) 

 nanCy BIrDsall
 President, Center for Global Development 
 (2009) 

 FaTIh BIrol 
 Chief Economist, International Energy Agency 
 (2010) 

 JEan BossUyT
 Head of Strategy, European Centre 
 for Development Policy Management 
 (2006, 2009, 2010, 2011) 

 FrançoIs BoUrgUIgnon
 Former Chief Economist, The World Bank Group, 
 Director, Paris School of Economics 
 (2008, 2009, 2010) 

 paUlo BUss
 Director, Centre for Global Health, 
 Fundação Oswaldo Cruz 

 MarTha ChEn 
 Lecturer in Public Policy 
 Harvard Kennedy School of Government  
 (2012) 

 paUl CollIEr
 Centre for the Study of African Economies, 
 University of Oxford 
 (2010, 2013) 

 paUl EngEl
 Director, European Centre 
 for Development Policy Management 
 (2007, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013) 

 shEnggEn Fan 
 Director-General,  
 International Food Policy Research Institute 

 anDré gErrITs
 Professor of Politics, Leiden University 

 (2011) 

 paTrICk gUIllaUMonT
 President, Foundation for Studies 
 and Research on International Development 

 (2009, 2011, 2013) 

 CharlEs JossElIn
 President, Cités Unies France 

 (2008) 

 ravI kanBUr
 T.H. Lee Professor of World Affairs 
 International Professor of Applied 

 Economics and Management 
 Professor of Economics, Cornell University 
 (2008) 

 sIMon MaXwEll
 Director, Overseas Development Institute 

 (2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013) 

 a n M MUnIrUzzaMan
 President, Bangladesh Institute  
 of Peace and Security Studies

 (2012)

 raJEnDra k. paChaUrI
 Chair, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
 Founding Director-General, TERI

 (2009)

 hans roslIng
 Professor of International Health, 
 Karolinska Institute, Stockholm 

 (2011)

 JEan-loUIs sarBIB
 Director-General, The Development Gateway

 (2009)

EXpErTIsE
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 raMI aBDUrrahMan
 Founding Director,
 Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
 (2011) 

 pETEr aCkErMann
 Founding Chair, International Center
 on Non-violent Conflict 
 (2009) 

 paTrICk allEy
 Founding Director, Global Witness 
 (2007) 

 soUhayr BElhassEn
 President, International Federation for Human Rights 
 (2009) 

 TJIpkE BErgsMa
 Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Plan International 
 (2012) 

 wInnIE ByanyIMa
 Executive Director, Oxfam International 
 (2013) 

 InDU Capoor
 Director, Centre for Health Education  
 Training and Nutrition Awareness
 (2012) 

 MaMaDoU CIssokho
 Honorary President,  
 Network of West African Farmers 
 and Producers Organisation  
 (2006, 2007)

 BInETa DIop
 Executive Director, Femmes Africa Solidarité 
 (2007) 

 shIrIn EBaDI
 2003 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founding President, Centre for 

 the Defence of Human Rights  
 (2011)

 Eva gaMBoa
 National Council of Indigenous Women,  
 Argentina 

 (2010)

 gEnEvIèvE garIgos
 President, Amnesty  
 International – France 

 (2008) 

 hElMUTh harTMEyEr
 Chair, Global Education 
 Network Europe 

 (2013) 

 hans r. hErrEn, 
 President, Millennium Institute, 
 1995 World Food Prize Winner 

 (2010)

 JErEMy hoBBs
 Executive Director, Oxfam International 

 (2009) 

 oTIvE IgBUzor
 Head, International Campaigns, 
 ActionAid International 

 (2009)

 phIloMEna Johnson
 Director, Caritas Ghana

 (2010)

 sIDIkI kaBa
 President, International Federation for Human Rights 

 (2006)

CIvIl soCIETy

aDvoCaCy
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 noErInE kalEEBa
 Chair, ActionAid International 
 (2008) 

 JUsTIn kIlCUllEn
 President, CONCORD 
 (2009, 2010) 

 hUgUETTE laBEllE
 Chair, Board of Directors, Transparency International
 (2009) 

 wangarI MaaThaI
 2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founder, Green Belt Movement 
 (2008) 

 ErIC Makokha
 Chief Executive Officer, Shelter Forum 
 (2011) 

 JEan ClaUDE MBanya
 President, International Diabetes Federation 
 (2010) 

 gIlEs MErrITT
 Secretary-General, Friends of Europe 
 (2008, 2009, 2010) 

 ross MoUnTaIn
 Director-General, Development 
 Assistance Research Associates
 (2010) 

 kUMI naIDoo
 Co-chair, Global Call to Action Against Poverty 
 (2009) 

aDvoCaCy

 saMUEl nsIkaBaka
 Secretary-General, Fondation Niosi,  
 Republic of the Congo

 (2010) 

 oUsManE sy
 Director, Center of Policy and  
 Institutional Expertise in Africa

 (2006, 2008) 

 JEan-BapTIsTE rICharDIEr
 Co-founding Director-General,  
 Handicap International 

 (2012)

 Mary roBInson
 Former President of Ireland,  
 President, Ethical Globalization Initiative 

 Vice-President, Club of Madrid 
 (2009)

 EsThEr soMoIrE
 Centre for Indigenous Women and Children, Kenya

 (2011)

 aMInaTa Traoré
 Essayist and Social Activist
 Former Minister of Culture, Mali 

 (2006, 2008)

 anTonIo TUJan
 Co-Chair, NGO Network Better Aid 

 (2011)

 arChBIshop DEsMonD TUTU
 1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
 Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town

 
(2006)

 lECh wałęsa
 1983 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
 Former President of Poland, 

 Founder, Solidarność 
 (2011)
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CIvIl soCIETy

 nICk BlazqUEz
 Managing Director, Diageo Africa  
 Chairman, Private Investors for Africa 
 (2010) 

 rICharD Branson
 Founding Chairman, Virgin Group 
 (2008) 

 Tara DawooD
 Chief Executive Officer, 
 Dawood Capital Management Limited, Pakistan 
 (2012) 

 phIlIppE DE BUCk
 Director-General, BusinessEurope 
 (2010) 

 ChEICk MoDIBo DIarra
 President, Microsoft Africa 
 (2006, 2008, 2010) 

 MarIa EITEl
 Founding President and Chief executive Officer,  
 Nike Foundation 
 (2010) 

 JaCqUEs DElMoITIEz
 President for Europe, the Middle East 
 and Africa, BASF Group 
 (2011) 

 nDIDI nnolI-EDozIEn
 Founding President, 
 Growing Business Foundation, Nigeria 
 (2007, 2008) 

 paUlo goMEs
 Founding President, Constelor Group 
 (2012)

 

 ChrIsTIna graDl
 Managing Director, Endeva
 (2012) 

 Mo IBrahIM
 Founding Chair, Mo Ibrahim Foundation 
 (2010) 

 hans-JürgEn MaTErn
 Vice-President, Head of Sustainability 
 and Regulatory Affairs, Metro Group 

 (2012)

 Ekoko MUkETE
 General Manager, Spectrum Group, 
 Vice-President, Cameroon Chamber of Commerce,  

 Industry, Mines and Crafts 
 (2012)

 vICTor g. nDIayE
 Chief Executive Officer, Performances Group 

 (2012)

 BErnharD paChEr
 Chairman and Managing Director, Adcon Telemetry 

 
(2009, 2012)

 sIEgMar proEBsTl
 Chief Executive Officer, Siemens Africa 

 (2012)

 rUTh rawlIng
 Vice-President, Corporate Affairs 
 Europe, Middle East and Africa, Cargill 

 (2012)

 nUno rIBEIro Da sIlva
 President, Portuguese Industrial Association 

 
(2007)

 BashIr salEh BashIr
 President, Libya Africa Portfolio Investment

 
(2006, 2008)

 gEorgE soros
 Founding Chairman, Open Society Institute 

 
(2009)

 John TEDsTroM
 President and Chief Executive
 Officer, Global Business Coalition 

 on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
 (2010)

 MUhaMMaD yUnUs
 2006 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founding Managing Director, Grameen Bank

 (2009)

BUsInEss
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 shIrIn aUMEErUDDy-CzIFFra
 Ombudsperson for Children, Former Minister for 
 Women’s Rights and Family Affairs, Mauritius 
 (2010) 

 alIFa ChaaBanE FaroUk
 Ombudsman of the Republic of Tunisia 
 (2006) 

 MohaMMED El-haCEn oUlD lEBaTT
 Chief Observer in Democratic Republic of the Congo
 Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie 
 (2011) 

 ahMED El MIDaoUI
 President, Court of Auditors, Morocco 
 (2010) 

 JEan-pIErrE Elong MBassI
 Secretary-General, United Cities 
 and Local Governments – Africa 
 (2008, 2010, 2011) 

 kaMEl JEnDoUBI
 President, Independent Electoral Commission, Tunisia 
 (2011) 

 koFFI koUnTé
 President, Human Rights National Commission, Togo
 (2010) 

 aBBoT apollInaIrE MalU MalU 
 Chair, Independent Electoral Commission, 
 Democratic Republic of Congo 
 (2009, 2010) 

 aBDoUlayE sEnE
 President, Global Local Forum 
 (2012) 

 JErEMy sMITh 
 Secretary-General, Council of European  
 Municipalities and Regions
 (2008) 

 soraya rahIM soBhrang
 2010 Frontline Award Laureate,   
 Independent Human Rights Commission, Afghanistan 
 (2010) 

 FaITh pansy TlakUla
 Chairperson  
 Electoral Commission of South Africa 
 (2009) 

 Jan krzyszToF BIElECkI
 Former Prime Minister of Poland

 (2011)

 pIErrE BUyoya
 Former President of Burundi 

 (2006)

 JaCqUEs ChIraC
 Former President of France

 (2010)

 aBDoU DIoUF
 Former President of the Republic of Senegal 

 (2006, 2008)

 alpha oUMar konaré
 Former President of the Republic of Mali 
 Former Chairperson of the Commission  

 of the African Union
 (2009)

 qUETT kETUMIlE JonI MasIrE
 Former President of the Republic of Botswana 

 (2006)

 gérarD laTorTUE
 Former Prime Minister of Haiti 

 
(2010) 

 BEnJaMIn Mkapa
 Former President of the United Republic of Tanzania 

 (2009)

 FEsTUs gonTEBanyE MogaE
 Former President of the Republic of Botswana 

 (2009)

 karl aUgUsTE oFFMan
 Former President of the Republic of Mauritius 

 (2006)

 roza Isakovna oTUnBaEva
 Former President of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan 

 (2011)

 arIsTIDEs MarIa pEIrEra
 Former President of the Republic of Cape Verde 

 (2006)

 nICéphorE DIEUDonné soglo
 Former President of the Republic of Benin

 (2006, 2009)

govErnanCE ForMEr lEaDErs
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 gUnIlla Carlsson
 Minister for International  
 Development Cooperation, Sweden 

 (2008, 2009, 2010) 

 krIsTalIna gEorgIEva
 EU Commissioner for International  
 Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response 

 (2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 hEIDI haUTala
 Minister for International Development, Finland 

 (2010, 2011, 2012) 

 ConnIE hEDEgaarD
 EU Commissioner for Climate Action 

 (2009) 

 DanUTa hüBnEr
 European Commissioner for Regional Policy 

 (2008) 

 EraTo kozakoU-MarCoUllIs
 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cyprus 

 
(2012) 

 hrh prInCEss vIkTorIa
 Crown Princess of Sweden 

 (2009) 

 MargoT wallsTröM
 Vice-President,  
 European Commission 

 (2009) 

EUropEan UnIon
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woMEn lEaDErs

Gender equality is essential for growth  
and poverty reduction, and it is key to 
achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals. In the developing world, women 
suffer disproportionately from poverty 
and its related ills, such as malnutrition, 
poor health and illiteracy.

european Development Days has served 
as an important platform to address this 
challenge, including by seeking gender 
balance in the composition of its panels 
and giving the floor to some of the 
world’s most inspiring women leaders.



  CarolInE ansTEy
 Managing Director, 
 The World Bank Group 

 (2010, 2012)

 hElEn Clark
 Administrator, United Nations  
 Development Programme 

 (2009)

 nkosazana DlaMInI-zUMa
 Chairperson, Commission of the African Union 

 
(2013)

 hEnrIETTa holsMan ForE
  Administrator, United States Agency  

for International Development 
 (2008)

 hIlDE FraFJorD Johnson
 Deputy Executive Director  
 United Nations Children’s Fund 

 (2010)

 Thoraya ahMED oBaID 
 Executive Director, United Nations Population Fund 

 (2009)

 ngozI okonJo-IwEala
 Managing Director, 
 The World Bank Group 

 (2009)

 FlavIa pansIErI
  United Nations Deputy High Commissioner  

for Human Rights 
 (2013)

 JosETTE shEEran
 Executive Director,  
 World Food Programme 

 (2007)

 anna TIBaIJUka
  Executive Director,  

United Nations Human Settlement Fund 
 (2007, 2009)

BUsInEss InTErnaTIonal organIsaTIon

 saBInE Dall’oMo
 Chief Financial Officer, 
 Siemens Africa 
 (2012) 

  Tara DawooD
 Chief Executive Officer,  
 Dawood Capital Management Limited, Pakistan 
 (2012) 

  MarIa EITEl
 Founding President and Chief executive Officer,
 Nike Foundation 
 (2010) 

 sylvIa MaThEws BUrwEll
 President, Global Development 
 Programme, Bill & Melinda  
 Gates Foundation 
 (2010)

 nDIDI nnolI-EDozIEn
 Founding President, Growing Business 
 Foundation, Nigeria 
 (2007, 2008) 

 rUTh rawlIng
 Vice-President, Corporate Affairs,  
 Europe, Middle East and Africa, Cargill 
 (2012) 

   129



 aFrICa 

 FawzIa y. h. aDaM 
 Deputy Prime Minister and  
 Minister for Foreign Affairs, Somalia 
 (2013) 

 JoyCE BanDa
 President of the Republic of Malawi 
 (2012) 

 zaInaB hawa BangUra
 Minister for Foreign Affairs and  
 International Cooperation
 (2009) 

 loUIsE MUshIkIwaBo
 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rwanda 
 (2010) 

 aIsaTU n’JIE-saIDy
 Vice-President of the Republic of The Gambia 
 (2006) 

 EllEn Johnson sIrlEaF
 2011 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 President of the Republic of Liberia 
 (2006, 2009, 2013) 

 aMErICa

 Mary sIMon
 President,
 Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami 
 (2009) 

 asIa

 shEIkh hasIna
 Prime Minister of Bangladesh 

 (2009) 

 roza Isakovna oTUnBaEva
 Former President of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan 

 (2011) 

 haBIBa soraBI
 Governor, Bamiyan Province Afghanistan 

 (2008) 

 CarIBBEan

 MIChèlE pIErrE-loUIs
 Prime Minister of Haiti 

 (2008, 2009) 

 porTIa sIMpson-MIllEr
 Prime Minister of Jamaica 

 (2013) 

 paCIFIC

 DaME Carol kIDU
 Minister for Community Development,
 Papua New Guinea 

 (2008) 

 JIko lUvEnI
 Minister for Women, Social Welfare  
 and Poverty Alleviation, Fiji 

 (2013) 

 EMIlIa pIrEs
 Minister of Finance,  
 Timor Leste 

 (2013) 

parTnEr CoUnTry

woMEn lEaDErs
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  aFrICa

 noErInE kalEEBa
 Chair, ActionAid International 
 (2008) 

 angélIqUE kIDJo
 Singer and Political Activist, Benin 
 (2008) 

 ayo oBE
 Chair, Board of Trustees 
 Goree Institute, Senegal 
 (2011) 

 wangarI MaaThaI
 2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founder, Green Belt Movement 
 (2008) 

 aMInaTa Traoré
 Essayist and Social Activist
 Former Minister of Culture, Mali 
 (2006, 2008) 

 asIa

 shIrIn EBaDI
 2003 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, 
 Founding President, Centre for the  
 Defence of Human Rights 
 (2011)

 Tawakol karMan
 2011 Nobel Prize Laureate 
 Human Rights Activist, Yemen 
 (2011) 

 soraya rahIM soBhrang
 2010 Frontline Award Laureate
 Independent Human Rights Commission, Afghanistan 
 (2010) 

 aUng san sUU kyI 
  1991 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Chairperson, National League for Democracy, Burma 
 (2010) 

CIvIl soCIETy

 EUropE

 sharan BUrrow
 General Secretary, International  
 Trade Union Confederation 

 (2012)

 wInnIE ByanyIMa 
 Executive Director,  
 Oxfam International 

 (2013)

 hUgUETTE laBEllE
 Chair, Board of Directors, Transparency International 

 (2009)

 Mary roBInson 
 Former President of Ireland,
 President, Ethical Globalization Initiative,  

 Vice-President, Club of Madrid 
 (2009)
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The european Parliament and its 
Committee on Development have 
been active supporters of european 
Development Days since its creation.  

echoing the citizens of europe, the 
european Parliament firmly believes 
that the eU has a duty to end poverty 
and suffering. This commitment has 
been reinforced by the participation of 
numerous Members of the european 
Parliament in the forum.

The Committee keeps a close watch 
on the european Commission and all 
other actors responsible for europe’s 
development policies and humanitarian 
aid. Together with Member States, 
it makes the laws that frame eU 
development activities.

EUropEan parlIaMEnT

 MarIE-hélènE aUBErT
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2008)

 ThIJs BErMan
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 JosEp BorrEll FonTEllEs, 
 Chair, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008)

 JErzy BUzEk
 President of the European Parliament

 (2009)

 MIChaEl CashMan
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2010, 2012, 2013) 

 MInoDora ClIvETI
 Member, Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 

 (2013)

 ThIErry CornIllET
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2008)

 rICarDo CorTés lasTra
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2011)

 CorIna CrEţU
 Vice-Chair, Committee on Development 

 (2008, 2010)

 ryszarD CzarnECkI
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008)

 véronIqUE DE kEysEr
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2010)

 nIrJ DEva
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008, 2013)
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 lEonIDas DonskIs
 Member, Committee on Development 
 (2013) 

 IsaBEllE DUranT
 Vice-President, European Parliament 
 (2010) 

 sanTIago FIsas ayXEla 
 Member, Delegation for relations with
  the Palestinian Legislative Council 
 (2010) 

 CharlEs goErEns
 Member, Committee on Development
 Rapporteur on the Agenda for Change 
 (2010, 2012, 2013) 

 EnrIqUE gUErrEro saloM
 Member, Delegation to the ACP-EU 
 Joint Parliamentary Assembly 
 (2009, 2010) 

 ana MarIa goMEz
 Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 (2007, 2009) 

 MIkaEl gUsTaFsson
 Chair, Committee on Women’s  
 Rights and Gender Equality 
 (2013) 

 saTU hassI
 Member, Committee on the Environment, 
 Public Health and Food Safety 
 (2009) 

 alaIn hUTChInson
 Member, Committee on Development 
 (2007, 2008) 

 Eva Joly 
 Chair, Committee on Development 
 (2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013) 

 FIlIp kaCzMarEk
 Rapporteur on the post-2015 development agenda, 
 Committee on Development 
 (2011) 

 ska kEllEr 
 Member, Committee on International Trade 
 (2010) 

 IsaBElla lövIn
 Member, Delegation to the ACP-EU 
 Joint Parliamentary Assembly 

 (2012)

 MarIa MarTEns 
 Member, Committee on Development

 (2007)

 loUIs MIChEl 
 Co-Chair, ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly 

 (2009, 2010, 2012)

 gay MITChEll
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2009, 2010)

 lUIsa MorganTInI
 Vice-President 

 (2007, 2008)

 MaUrICE ponga
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2010)

 pIErrE sChapIra
 Rapporteur on Local Authorities, 
 Committee on Development 

 (2008, 2010)

 alF svEnsson 
 Member, Committee on Development

 (2009, 2010)

 kEITh Taylor
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2013)

 Johan van hECkE
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007)

 anDErs wIJkMan
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2009)

 Jan zahraDIl
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2008)

 gaBrIElE zIMMEr
 Member, Delegation to the ACP-EU  
 Joint Parliamentary Assembly 

 (2009)
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BElgIUM

 hrh prInCE phIlIppE 

 

Crown Prince of Belgium
 (2010)

 JEan-pasCal laBIllE
 Minister for Development Cooperation 

 
(2013)

 yvEs lETErME
 Prime Minister 

 
(2010)

 paUl MagnETTE
 Minister for Public Undertakings, Science Policy  
 and Development Cooperation

 
(2012)

 CharlEs MIChEl
 Minister for Development Cooperation 

 (2010)

 gUy vErhoFsTaDT
 Prime Minister 

 (2006)

CroaTIa

 vEsna BaTIsTIć kos
 Assistant Minister for Multilateral  
 Affairs and Global Issues,  

 Ministry for Foreign and European Affairs
 (2013)

CyprUs

 DEMETrIs ChrIsToFIas
 President of the Republic 

 
(2012) 

 EraTo kozakoU-MarCoUllIs
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 (2012) 
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In April 2006, european Member States 
approved a proposal from european 
Commissioner Louis Michel to launch 
european Developments Days. The 
aim was to improve aid effectiveness 
and to strengthen development policy 
following the 2005 european Consensus 
on Development.

Since the forum’s inception, Member 
States have sustained their support 
by sending ministers and government 
officials each year.

european Development Days has served  
as an important platform to forge 
greater consensus among Member 
States on development policy, including 
budget support, food security, 
nutrition and access to energy. These 
relationships are paving the way towards 
'a decent life for all' by 2030.

MEMBEr sTaTEs



CzECh rEpUBlIC

 pETr Jan kalaš
 Former Environment Minister of Czech Republic

 
(2007) 

 Jan kohoUT
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 (2008) 

DEnMark

 ChrIsTIan FrIIs BaCh
 Minister for Development Cooperation
 (2012) 

EsTonIa

 UrMas paET
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 (2007) 

 
FInlanD

 pEkka haavIsTo
 Minister for International Development 
 (2013) 

 hEIDI haUTala
 Minister for International Development 
 (2010, 2011, 2012) 

 MarJaTTa rasI
 Under Secretary of State, International  
 Development Cooperation and Policy
 (2006) 

FranCE

 JEan-MarIE BoCkEl
 Secretary of state for Cooperation  
 and Francophone Matters 

 (2007) 

 pasCal CanFIn
 Minister delegate for Development

 
(2012, 2013) 

 phIlIppE DoUsTE-Blazy
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
(2006) 

 BrIgITTE gIrarDIn
 Minister of Development Cooperation  
 and Francophone Matters 

 (2006) 

 alaIn JoyanDET
 Secretary of state for Cooperation  
 and Francophone Matters 

 (2008) 

 BErnarD koUChnEr
 Minister of Foreign and European Affairs 

 
(2008) 

gErMany

 karIn korTMann
 Parliamentary state Secretary  
 Federal Ministry for Economic  

 Cooperation and Development
 (2006) 

 DIrk nIEBEl
 Federal Minister for International  
 Cooperation and Development 

 (2010) 

 hEIDEMarIE wIECzorEk-zEUl
 Federal Minister for Economic 
 Cooperation and Development 

 (2008) 
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lIThUanIa

 nErIs gErManas
 Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
(2013) 

 EvalDas IgnaTavIčIUs
 Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
(2011) 

 laIMonas TalaT-kElpša
 Undersecretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

 
(2006) 

lUXEMBoUrg

 MarIE-JoséE JaCoBs
 Minister for Development Cooperation 

 
(2010, 2012) 

 JEan-loUIs sChIlTz
 Minister for Development Cooperation 

 
(2006, 2008) 

ThE nEThErlanDs

 BErT koEnDErs
 Minister for Development Cooperation  

 
(2009) 

polanD

 Jan krzyszToF BIElECkI
 Former Prime Minister of Poland

 
(2011) 

 BronIsław koMorowskI
 President of the Republic 

 
(2011) 

 JErzy poMIanowskI
 Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
(2006, 2011, 2013) 

 krzyszToF sTanowskI
 Undersecretary of state  
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 (2010, 2011) 

hUngary

 János hóvárI
 Deputy state Secretary responsible for Global Affairs 

 
(2010) 

 lászló varkonyI
 State Secretary for Foreign Affairs 

 
(2006, 2007) 

IrlanDE

 JoE CosTEllo TD
 Minister of state for Trade and Development 
 (2012, 2013) 

ITaly

 sTaFFan DE MIsTUra
 Undersecretary of state for Foreign Affairs

 
(2012) 

 alFrEDo lUIgI ManTICa
 State Secretary for Foreign Affairs 

 
(2008) 

 paTrIzIa sEnTInEllI
 Deputy Minister for Development 
 Cooperation 
 (2006) 

laTvIa

 ĢIrTs valDIs krIsTovskIs
 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Latvia

 
(2010) 

MEMBEr sTaTEs
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porTUgal

 lUís aMaDo
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
(2006) 

 lUís BrITEs pErEIra
 Secretary of state of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

 
(2012) 

 João goMEs CravInho
 Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 

 
(2007) 

 FranCIsCo nUnEs CorrEIa
 Minister for Environment,  
 Spatial Planning and Regional Development

 
(2007) 

 José soCraTEs
 Prime Minister 

 
(2007) 

slovakIa

 olga algayErova
 Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs 

 
(2008, 2009) 

 pETEr BUrIan
 State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

 
(2012) 

slovEnIa

 DragolJUBa BEnčIna
 State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 (2011) 

 Božo CErar
 State Secretary and acting Minister for Development  
 Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid

 
(2012) 

 anDrEJ šTEr
 State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 (2007) 

 JožE MEnCIngEr
 Former Minister of Economy  
 (2009) 

swEDEn

 Carl BIlDT
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
(2009) 

 Ewa BJörlIng
 Minister for Trade 

 
(2009) 

 gUnIlla Carlsson
 Minister for International  
 Development Cooperation  

 (2008, 2009, 2010) 

 FrEDrIk rEInFElDT
 Prime Minister 

 
(2009) 

 JoakIM sTyMnE
 State Secretary to the Minister for  
 International Development Cooperation 

 (2009) 

 UnITED kIngDoM

 hIlary BEnn
 Secretary of state for  
 International Development 

 (2006) 

 anDrEw MITChEll
 Secretary of state for  
 International Development 

 (2010) 

 garETh ThoMas
 Under-Secretary of state  
 for International Development 

 (2007) 

 MIChaEl FosTEr
 Parliamentary Under-Secretary of  
 state for International Development 

 (2008) 

 lynnE FEaThErsTonE
 Parliamentary Under-Secretary  
 of state for International Development 

 (2012) 
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 ChrIsToph BEIEr
 Vice-Chair, Management Board,  
 Deutsche Gesellschaft für  
 Internationale Zusammenarbeit  
 (2011)

  aUgUsTo ManUEl CorrEIa 
 President, Portuguese Institute  
 for Development Assistance 
 (2009) 

 DIrk ElsEn
 Chief Executive, SNV Netherlands  
 Development Organisation 
 (2010) 

 BErnD EIsEnBläTTEr
 Chairman, Management Board  
 Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische 
 Zusammenarbeit  
 (2009, 2010)

 TanJa gönnEr
 Chair, Management Board 
 Deutsche Gesellschaft für  
 Internationale Zusammenarbeit  
 (2012)

 JUan paBlo DE laIglEsIa
 Secretary General, Spanish Agency  
 for International Co-operation 

 (2006, 2008) 

 anDErs norDsTröM
 Director-General, Swedish  
 International Development Cooperation Agency  

 (2009)

 BrIgITTE oppIngEr-walChshoFEr
 Managing Director,  
 Austrian Development Agency 

 (2009) 

 JEan-MIChEl sEvErIno
 Director-General, Agence française  
 de développement 

 (2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010) 

 allErT van DEn haM
 Chief Executive, SNV Netherlands  
 Development Organisation 

 (2012) 

MEMBEr sTaTE DEvElopMEnT agEnCy
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MEMBEr sTaTEs



 UTa BöllhoFF
 Director-General, European, Middle East and Asia policy 
 Multilateral Development Policy, Federal Ministry for  
 Economic Co-operation and Development, Germany  
 (2012)

 JEan-MarC ChaTaIgnEr
 Deputy Director-General, Department of Global Affairs 
 Development and Partnerships, Ministry of Foreign  
 and European Affairs, France  
 (2012)

 MarTIn DahInDEn
 Director-General, Swiss Agency for  
 Development and Cooperation 
 (2011, 2012) 

 annE-MarIE DEsCôTEs
 Director-General, Department of Global Affairs,  
 Development and Partnerships, Ministry of Foreign  
 and European Affairs, France  
 (2013)

 MarTIn DInhaM
 Director-General, Department for International  
 Development, United Kingdom 
 (2009) 

 IrEnE FrEUDEnsChUss-rEIChl
 Director-General, Department for Development  
 Cooperation, Federal Ministry for European and  
 International Affairs, Austria  
 (2009)

 annE gazEaU-sECrET
 Director-General, Department of International  
 Cooperation for Development, Ministry of Foreign  
 and European Affairs, France  
 (2007)

 aDolF klokE-lEsCh
 Director-General, Department for Development  
 Cooperation, Federal Ministry for Economic  

 Cooperation and Development, Germany 
 (2009)

 Jon loMøy
 Deputy Director-General, Department for Regional Affairs  
 and Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway

 (2006)

 anTon MaIr
 Deputy Director-General, Department for Development  
 Cooperation, Federal Ministry for European and  

 International Affairs, Austria 
 (2010)

 ChrIsTIan MassET
 Director-General, Department of Global Affairs,  
 Development and Partnerships, Ministry of Foreign  

 and European Affairs, France 
 (2010)

 pETEr Moors
 Director-General, Directorate-General for Development  
 Cooperation, Federal Public Service for Foreign Affairs,  

 Belgium 
 (2010)

 gEorgEs sErrEs
 Deputy Director-General, Department of Global Affairs  
 Development and Partnerships, Ministry of Foreign  

 and European Affairs, France 
 (2009, 2010)

MEMBEr sTaTE MInIsTry
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 José ManUEl Barroso
 President of the European Commission

 
(2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 karEl DE gUChT
 European Commissioner for Development  
 and Humanitarian Aid

 
(2009)

 Ján FIgEľ
 European Commissioner for Employment

 
(2008)

 krIsTalIna gEorgIEva
 EU Commissioner for International Cooperation,  
 Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response

 
(2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 ConnIE hEDEgaarD
 EU Commissioner for Climate Action 

 
(2009)

 DanUTa hüBnEr
 European Commissioner for Regional Policy 

 
(2008)

 pETEr ManDElson
 European Commissioner for Trade

 
(2006)

 loUIs MIChEl
 European Commissioner for Development  
 and Humanitarian Aid

 (2006, 2007, 2008)

 anDrIs pIEBalgs
 EU Commissioner for Development

 
(2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 MargoT wallsTröM
 Vice-President, European Commission 

 
(2009)

CollEgE

EUropEan InsTITUTIons
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As europe’s premier forum on 
development cooperation, european 
Development Days brings together 
european development actors 
for discussions, meetings, best 
practices exchanges and networking 
opportunities.

All the european institutions have been 
represented at the highest level. At 
the european Commission, the forum 
has engaged with several Directorate-
Generals including agriculture, trade, 
education and culture, employment, 
humanitarian aid, development and 
external relations.



 JErzy BogDan plEwa
 Director-General, Directorate-General 
 for Agriculture and Rural Development
 (2013) 

 anTonIo CavaCo
 Director-General for Humanitarian Aid 
 (2007) 

 MarCUs Cornaro
 Deputy Director-General, Directorate General for  
 Development and Cooperation – EuropeAid
 (2012, 2013) 

 JonaThan FaUll
 Director-General, Directorate-General  
 for Justice, Freedom and Security 
 (2006) 

 FokIon FoTIaDIs
 Director-General, Directorate-General for  
 Development and Relations with African,  
 Caribbean and Pacific States 
 (2010)

 FErnanDo FrUTUoso DE MElo
 Director-General, Directorate-General  
 for Development and Cooperation – EuropeAid
 (2013) 

 karEl kovanDa
 Deputy Director-General, Directorate- 
 General for External Relations
 (2006) 

 ChrIsTIan lEFFlEr
 Deputy Director-General, Directorate- 
 General for Development and Relations  

 with African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
 (2010)

 sTEFano MansErvIsI
 Director-General, Directorate-General for  
 Development and Relations with African,  

 Caribbean and Pacific States
 (2006, 2007, 2008, 2009)

 BErnarD pETIT
 Deputy Director-General, Directorate- 
 General for Development and Relations  

 with African, Caribbean and Pacific States
 (2006, 2007, 2008)

 koos rIChEllE
 Director-General, EuropeAid

 (2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010)

 klaUs rUDIsChhaUsEr
 Deputy Director-General, Directorate- 
 General for Development and  

 Cooperation – EuropeAid
 (2012, 2013)

 ClaUs sørEnsEn
 Director-General, Directorate-General  
 for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection

 (2013)

EUropEan CoMMIssIon
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 MErCEDEs BrEsso
 First Vice-President 

 
(2012, 2013) 

 IsTván sérTö-raDICs
 Chair, Commission for External Affairs  
 and Decentralised Cooperation 

 (2008) 

 gErarD sTahl
 Secretary-General 

 (2009, 2010, 2012) 

 lUC van DEn BranDE
 President 

 (2008) 

 sanDy BoylE
 Vice-President  
 External Relations Section

 (2009) 

 BrEnDa kIng
 President, ACP-EU Follow-up Committee

 (2012)

CoMMITTEE oF ThE rEgIons

EUropEan EConoMIC anD soCIal CoMMITTEE

EUropEan EXTErnal aCTIon sErvICE

 Mara MarInakI
 Managing Director for Global  
 and Multilateral Issues 
 (2013) 

 MaCIEJ popowskI
 Deputy Secretary-General 
 (2011) 

 pIErrE vIMonT
 Secretary-General 
 (2010) 

 nICk wEsTCoTT
 Managing Director for Africa 
 (2012, 2013) 

EUropEan InsTITUTIons
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 TaMsyn BarTon
 Director-General for Operations  
 Outside the European Union
 (2010, 2011, 2012) 

 plUTarChos sakEllarIs
 Vice-President
 (2010) 

 BrIgITa sChMögnErovà
 Vice-President
 (2009) 

EUropEan InvEsTMEnT Bank

EUropEan Bank For rEConsTrUCTIon  
anD DEvElopMEnT
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UnITED naTIons sECrETarIaT

 JosE anTonIo oCaMpo
 Under-Secretary General,  
 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

 (2006)

 Jan ElIasson
 United Nations  
 Deputy Secretary-General

 (2013)

 Mark MalloCh-Brown
 United Nations 
 Deputy Secretary General

 (2006)

 FlavIa pansIErI
 United Nations Deputy High  
 Commissioner for Human Rights 

 (2013)

 ChEICk sIDI DIarra
 United Nations High Representative for Least  
 Developed Countries, Landlocked  

 Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 
 (2010)

UnITED naTIons DEvElopMEnT prograMME
E

 hElEn Clark
 Administrator 

 (2009)

 kEMal DErvIş
 Administrator 

 
(2007)

 rEBECa grynspan
 Associate Administrator 

 
(2010, 2011)

 sIgrID kaag
 Assistant Administrator,Director of Partnerships 

 (2012)

gloBal parTnErs
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The commitment to effective 
multilateralism, with the United Nations 
at its core, is a central element of the 
european Union’s external policy.  
This commitment is rooted in the 
conviction that to respond to global 
crises, challenges and threats, the 
international community needs an 
efficient multilateral system, founded  
on universal rules and values.

european Development Days has 
welcomed a high level of participation 
from most – if not all – United Nations 
agencies, funds and programmes. 
In 2013, the european Union jointly 
celebrated with the United Nation’s 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights the 20th anniversary of 
both the creation of the UN agency and 
the launch of eU cooperation in the field 
of human rights.

european Development Days has also 
engaged with a number of international 
organisations, either field-specific or 
regional.



spECIalIsED agEnCIEs

 lEnnarT BågE
 President, International Fund for Agricultural Development 

 
(2007)

 yvo DE BoEr
 Executive Secretary, United Nations Framework  
 Convention on Climate Change 

 (2007)

 CarIssa F. ETIEnnE
 Assistant Director-General for Health  
 Systems and Services, World Health Organization 

 (2010)

 José grazIano Da sIlva
 Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization 

 (2012)

 MIChEl JarraUD
 Secretary General, World Meteorological Organization

 (2007) 

 MIChEl kazaTChkInE
 Executive Director, Global Fund to Fight against AIDS,  
 Tuberculosis and Malaria 

 (2008, 2009)

 MIChEl sIDIBé
 Executive Director, United Nations  
 Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS 

 (2009)

 annIka söDEr
 Deputy Director-General,  
 Food and Agriculture Organisation

 (2009)

 JosETTE shEEran
 Executive Director, World Food Programme 

 (2007)

 noUréInI TIDJanI-sErpos
 Deputy Director-General, United Nations Educational,  
 Scientific and Cultural Organisation

 (2007)

UnITED naTIons hUMan sETTlEMEnTs prograMME

 aIsa kIraBo kaCyIra
 Deputy Executive Director 

 
(2013) 

 anna TIBaIJUka
 Executive Director 

 
(2007, 2009)

UnITED naTIons FUnDs anD prograMMEs

 anTonIo MarIa CosTa
 Executive Director, United Nations  
 Office on Drugs and Crime 
 (2006) 

 rICharD DICTUs
 Executive Coordinator, United Nations Volunteers 
 (2013) 

 aranCha gonzálEz
 Executive Director,  
 International Trade Centre 
 (2013) 

 FIlIppo granDI
 Commissioner-General 
 United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine  
 Refugees in the Near East  
 (2010)

 John hEnDra
 Deputy Executive Director, United Nations Women 
 (2012, 2013) 

 Thoraya ahMED oBaID
 Executive Director, United Nations Population Fund 
 (2009) 

 DavID MorrIson
 Executive Secretary, United Nations 
 Capital Development Fund 
 (2010) 

 kanDEh yUMkElla
 Director-General, United Nations  
 IndustrialDevelopment Organisation 
 (2006, 2012) 

 
UnITED naTIons EnvIronMEnT prograMME

 angEla CroppEr
 Deputy Executive Director 
 (2009) 

 aMIna MohaMED
 Deputy Executive Director 
 (2012) 

 aChIM sTEInEr
 Executive Director 
 (2007) 
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ThE worlD Bank groUp

 CarolInE ansTEy
 Managing Director 
 (2010, 2012) 

 JanaMITra DEvan
 Vice-President for Financial  
 and Private Sector Development 
 (2012) 

 shanTayanan DEvaraJan
 Chief Economist for the Africa Region 
 (2009) 

 TIlMan EhrBECk
 Chief Executive Officer, 
 Consultative Group to Assist the Poor 
 (2013) 

 JyrkI koskElo
 Vice-President for Global Industries,  
 International Finance Corporation 
 (2010) 

 Danny lEIpzIgEr
 Vice-President for Poverty Reduction  
 and Economic Management 
 (2008) 

 ngozI okonJo-IwEala
 Managing Director 
 (2009) 

 kaThErInE sIErra
 Vice-President for Sustainable Development 
 (2007, 2009) 

 paUl wolFowITz
 President 
 (2006) 

InTErnaTIonal MonETary FUnD

 DoMInIqUE sTraUss-kahn
 Managing Director 
 (2009, 2010) 

gloBal parTnErs

organIsaTIon For EConoMIC  
Co-opEraTIon anD DEvElopMEnT

 BrIan J. aTwooD
 Chair, Development Assistance Committee

 (2011)

 rICharD MannIng
 Chair, Development Assistance Committee

 (2006)

 ErIk solhEIM
 Chair, Development Assistance Committee

 (2013)

Japan InTErnaTIonal CoopEraTIon agEnCy

 MasaTo waTanaBE
 Vice-President 

 
(2012)

UnITED sTaTEs agEnCy  
For InTErnaTIonal DEvElopMEnT

 hEnrIETTa holsMan ForE
 Administrator 

 (2008)

worlD TraDE organIzaTIon

 valEnTInE sEnDanyoyE rUgwaBIza
 Deputy Director-General, World Trade Organization 

 
(2007) 
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aFrICan UnIon

 
saïD DJInnIT

 African Union Commissioner for Peace and Security 
 (2006) 

 nkosazana DlaMInI-zUMa
 Chairperson, Commission of the African Union 
 (2013) 

 BErnarD koUassI
 Executive Director,
 African Peer Review Mechanism
 (2006) 

 ErasTUs MwEnCha
 Deputy Chairperson,  
 Commission of the African Union 
 (2009, 2010, 2011) 

 akErE MUna
 President, Economic Social  
 and Cultural Council of the African Union  
 (2009) 

 FIrMIno MUCavElE
 Executive Head, Secretariat of the  
 New Economic Partnership for African Development  
 (2006) 

 JEan pIng
 Chairperson, Commission of the African Union 
 (2008) 

rEgIonal DEvElopMEnT Banks

 DonalD kaBErUka
 President  
 African Development Bank 
 (2006, 2008, 2009, 2010) 

 roBErTo vEllUTInI
 Vice-President for Countries,  
 Inter-American Development Bank
 (2012) 

aFrICan, CarIBBEan anD paCIFIC sTaTEs sECrETarIaT

 MohaMED IBn ChaMBas
 Secretary-General, Secretariat of African, Caribbean  
 and Pacific States  

 (2010, 2011)

 hansJörg nEUn
 Director, Technical Centre for Agricultural  
 and Rural Cooperation

 (2009) 

 ahMED sow
 Director, Centre for the Development of Enterprise

 (2006) 

lEagUE oF araB sTaTEs

 aMr MoUssa
 Secretary-General 
 League of Arab States 

 (2009) 

CoMMonwEalTh sECrETarIaT

 FlorEnCE MUgasha
 Deputy Director-General,  
 Commonwealth Secretariat 

 (2006) 

InTErnaTIonal organIzaTIon For MIgraTIon

 nDIoro n'DIayE
 Deputy Director-General, 
 International Organization for Migration 

 (2006, 2007)

organIsaTIon InTErnaTIonalE  
DE la FranCophonIE

 aBDoU DIoUF 
 Secretary-General, Organisation  
 internationale de la francophonie

 (2006, 2008)
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how To oBTaIn EU pUBlICaTIons
Free publications:

•  one copy:  
via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu);

•  more than one copy or posters/maps: 
from the European Union’s representations (http://ec.europa.eu/represent_en.htm);  
from the delegations in non-EU countries (http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/index_en.htm);  
by contacting the Europe Direct service (http://europa.eu/europedirect/index_en.htm)  
or calling 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (freephone number from anywhere in the EU) (*).

(*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may charge you).

priced publications:

• via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu).

priced subscriptions:

•  via one of the sales agents of the Publications Office of the European Union  
(http://publications.europa.eu/others/agents/index_en.htm).
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Today, the European Union is leading the fight as the 
world’s largest aid donor and the main trading partner of 
developing countries. Tomorrow, the European Union will 
continue to take the lead with more aid and more effective 
aid. With the Lisbon Treaty, coherent policy based on poverty 
alleviation is at the heart of future EU external action.

European Development Days shows Europe’s commitment 
to the eradication of poverty. Launched in 2006 by the 
Council of the European Union as a vehicle for greater 
aid effectiveness, the forum fosters knowledge sharing, 
innovative thinking and real efficiency gains. All this with 
one aim in mind: to constantly improve our concepts  
and instruments in securing better lives for people across 
the globe.

The forum further builds on a core belief: cooperation 
is the cornerstone of a fairer world. Development aid 
alone will not be enough. Only through the mobilisation 
of all actors – multilateral organisations, governments, 
experts, researchers, civil society, business, journalists and 
citizens – can and will the world change. An essential aim 
of the European Development Days is thus to facilitate 
networking and inspire the desire to work together  
even more closely.

Each year, European Development Days attracts  
about 5 000 participants from over 140 countries, 
representing 1 200 organisations from the field of 
development cooperation, human rights and humanitarian 
aid. The forum thus demonstrates the willingness of the 
European Commission to foster a true spirit of partnership 
with all stakeholders.

In bringing together the global development community, 
the European Union also engages political leaders, 
development practitioners, the private sector and civil 
society in shaping the EU’s policies for tackling poverty 
worldwide. Since 2006, European Development Days  
has led debates around the challenges ahead in 
international cooperation: climate change, policy 
coherence, global governance, human development, food 
and energy, security and fragility, support for democracy.

Europe can show a lead on development. This is a policy 
based on European values – solidarity with partners 
in developing countries, global governance based on 
universal values and respect for the environment.  
In a nutshell, the forum is the yearly gathering of those 
who work daily to promote a fairer and better world.  
Debates are often passionate, sometimes controversial  
yet always inspiring.
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